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PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS 

Lesson One: Introduction & Opening Verses 

 

CORINTH was the leading city of Greece when the Apostle Paul arrived sometime between A.D. 50 and 52.  It was a 

major commercial center with an estimated population of 250,000 free persons, plus as many as 400,000 slaves.  

Located just off the narrow isthmus that connected mainland Greece with the Peloponnese, Corinth was a 

crossroads for travelers and traders alike.  The city had been destroyed by the Romans in 146 B.C. but quickly 

rebounded and once again became a bustling metropolis. 

AUTHOR & DATE:  The Apostle Paul wrote his first 

letter to the Corinthians near the end of his three 

year stay in Ephesus around the year 55.  He had 

founded the congregation in Corinth a number of 

years earlier during his second missionary journey. 

PURPOSE FOR WRITING:  The city of Corinth was 

plagued by the unbridled immorality common to 

large commercial cities as well as the gross idolatry 

common to Greek culture.  Like any Greek city, its 

citizens were also very interested in philosophy and 

placed a high premium on wisdom.   

In a setting like this, it’s not hard to imagine why 

problems quickly arose for a young and gifted, but 

also spiritually immature Christian congregation.  

Paul wrote this letter to instruct the Corinthian 

congregation in its areas of weakness and to correct 

several doctrinal errors and sinful practices that had 

sprung up among the membership. 

Paul approaches the difficulties in the congregation with a true shepherd’s heart, making it clear that the only 

solution to problems caused by sin of any kind is the grace of God in our Savior Jesus Christ. 

OUTLINE:   

I. Greeting and Thanksgiving (1:1-9) 

II. Divisions in the Church (1:10-4:21) 

III. Moral and Ethical Problems in the Church (5-6) 

IV. Instruction on Marriage (7) 

V. Instruction Questionable Practices and Christian Freedom (8:1-11:1) 

VI. Instruction on Public Worship (11:2-14:40) 

VII. Instruction on the Resurrection (15) 

VIII. Conclusion (16) 
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SOSTHENES:  It seems likely that 

Sosthenes was a member of the 

Corinthian congregation who had 

joined Paul in Ephesus and could 

substantiate the reports Paul had 

received about the problems they were 

having.  This may be the same 

Sosthenes who was the synagogue 

ruler in Corinth.  He had been brutally 

beaten before the court of the 

proconsul Gallio after a failed attempt 

by the Jews to charge Paul with a 

crime (See Acts 18).  He may also be a 

convert of one of Paul’s co-workers, 

Apollos.  If this is the case, Paul 

deliberately adding “our brother 

Sosthenes” to his greeting would have 

been a strong testimony against the 

factions that were forming between 

1:1-9  GREETING AND THANKSGIVING 

 

1. How does Paul assert his authority right from the start?  Why was this important for him to do, considering the 

various issues he is about to address in his letter? 

• Paul begins by reminding the Corinthians that he has been called by God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus.  He has 

been “sent out” with Christ’s authority to preach the Word.  For emphasis he repeats that he is in this position 

by the will of God. If they refused to listen to him, they were refusing to listen to God. 

• Paul is about to take up some pretty weighty issues and would likely be ruffling a few feathers as he chastised 

and corrected them for a number of errors.  It would be important for them to know that this wasn’t just Paul’s 

opinion but God’s Word. 

• Also, factions had formed within the congregation.  There were 

some who were attacking Paul’s ministry or at least didn’t value 

him highly as a Pastor.  Again, it would be important to emphasize 

that he was God’s ambassador. 

2. As Paul greets the Corinthian congregation in vs. 1-3, he indicates 

how we are to view the church and its members.  What 

characteristics does he bring out?  List and explain them below: 

• vs. 1, “our brother” – The members of the church are family, 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• vs. 2, “church of God” – The church belongs to God.  Our 

congregations exist to serve him and his people.  He is the one who 

blesses and sustains it. 

• vs. 2, “sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy” – As 

Christians we have been washed clean from our sins through faith 

in Jesus and called to new and holy lives in service to him. 

• vs. 2, “together with all those everywhere who call on the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” – We are members of the Holy Christian 

Church, united through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Also 

indicates Paul indented this letter for Christians of all ages). 

• vs. 3, “Grace and peace” – As believers we have been saved from our 

sins by the grace of God in Christ and now are at peace with him.  

3. Where does the emphasis clearly lie in the first nine verses of this letter?  (Hint: Note the repetition in these 

verses)  What does this teach us about how we address difficult problems that arise amongst Christians?   

• The emphasis is clearly on Christ, on his grace, his power, his faithfulness.  Jesus is mentioned nine times in 

nine verses here.   

• When dealing with issues in the church we don’t just come out swinging with the club of the law and beat 

people into submission.  Only the gospel has the power to change hearts and properly motivate behavior. 

• Paul doesn’t come out and shame them into changing their ways.  He appeals to who they are as Christians and 

reminds them of the incredible grace of God that was at work in their lives. 

• If things were going to get straightened around at Corinth it would be God’s faithfulness in Christ that would do 

it.     
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APOLLOS: Native of Alexandria 

(Egypt), a Christian Jew who was an 

eloquent preacher at the time of the 

apostle Paul’s missionary journeys. 

The chief biblical passage about 

Apollos is Acts 18:24–19:1.  From 

Alexandria, Apollos went to Ephesus in 

Asia Minor. Enthusiastic in spirit, 

learned and cultured in his ways, well 

versed in the OT Scriptures, and 

instructed in the way of the Lord, he 

began to speak boldly and openly in the 

synagogue there. Apollos knew and 

preached accurately about the coming 

of Jesus but knew of it only from the 

message of Jesus’ forerunner, John the 

Baptist. Priscilla and Aquila, Paul’s 

friends and former associates, heard 

Apollos speak in Ephesus and realized 

that he had not heard what had 

happened to Jesus. They took him aside 

privately and explained the way of God 

to him more accurately.  

Soon after this instruction, Apollos left 

Ephesus for the Roman province of 

Achaia in Greece with letters from the 

Ephesian Christians, urging the 

disciples in Achaia to welcome him as 

a Christian brother. On arrival, he 

vigorously and publicly refuted the 

Jews, using his great knowledge of the 

OT Scriptures to prove that Jesus was 

the Messiah. Paul considered Apollos’s 

work in Corinth, capital of Achaia, so 

valuable that he described him as 

waterer of the seed that Paul had 

planted as the founder of the church (1 

Cor 3:5–11).  

[Excerpt from Tyndale Bible Dictionary] 

Lesson Two: Divisions in the Church 

 

1:10-17  A CHURCH DIVIDED OVER ITS LEADERS 

1. In these verses Paul laments that the church in Corinth was being 

divided into factions based on loyalties to various spiritual leaders.  

As you consider Paul’s words here, discuss the following questions: 

How important are a pastor’s personality, preaching style, gifts, and 

abilities?  What happens when too much emphasis is placed on the 

personal qualities of a congregation’s minister?   

• Certainly we don’t want to dismiss a pastor’s gifts and abilities as irrelevant.  God wants 
his ministers to use all the gifts that he has given them to the best of their ability.   

• Paul himself reminded Timothy that for a person to be a spiritual leader in a 
congregation, he must be able to teach, etc…  Not everyone is cut out for the public 
ministry. 

• When too much emphasis is placed on the personal qualities of the pastor then we lose 
focus on Christ and his gospel.  Jesus is the head of the church and the one who binds 
us together in true unity through faith in him. 

• If a congregation’s ministry is all about the pastor, what happens if he leaves?  Does 
our ability to be “faithful Bereans” and check up on our pastor diminish if we are 
turning him into a hero?   

• Vs. 17 – If the Corinthians were going to fix their various problems and grow together 
as a Christian congregation, it was going to be because of the power of the gospel, the 
message of Christ crucified, not the wisdom or eloquence of a particular preacher. 

2. How united did Paul desire the Corinthian congregation to be?  How 

united does God desire us to be today?  Where does such unity come 

from?   
• Vs. 10 - “Perfectly united in mind and thought”;  The Bible talks about unity as an all or 

nothing proposition.  There is no talk about simply agreeing on the fundamentals and 
letting the rest slide.  This is what we want to strive for today. 

• Remember, “all Scripture is God-breathed” and we ought to treat it as such.  We aren’t 
free to make adjustments or add or subtract as we see fit.   

• This kind of perfect unity only comes by the power of the Holy Spirit as we study the 
Scriptures together and receive the sacrament and let God’s power work in our hearts 
and lives. 

3. Why does Paul say, “Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach 

the gospel” (vs. 17)?   
• Paul is not trying to devalue baptism.  It is abundantly clear throughout his writings 

that he highly valued baptism as a precious means of grace. 

• However, Paul didn’t want to give people the opportunity to boast, “I was baptized by 
Paul,” and thus continue to promote division in the congregation and draw attention 
away from Christ. 

• It would take a great deal of Paul time and energy simply to preach and teach.  Since 
any Christian has the right to perform a baptism, it seemed best to leave this task up to 
his co-workers like Silas and Timothy. 

1:18-2:5  CHRIST CRUCIFIED IS GOD’S POWER AND WISDOM 

4. Why is the “message of the cross” such foolishness to our natural 

human reason?  What does our reason tell us when it comes to our 

salvation? 

• Our natural human reason tells us that we can gain God’s favor by what we 
do.  Everyone religion in the world other than Christianity is based upon this 
basic premise, because this opinion legis is ingrained in us from the moment we are conceived and born in sin. 

• Our natural reason tells us that you don’t get something for nothing, that if it sounds too good to be true, it is. 

• The message of the cross is the complete opposite.  It tells us that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of all our sins 
and that salvation is ours as a gift of God through faith in him. 
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Explain what it is that the Jews and the Greeks found particularly distasteful about the message of 

the cross.  Do we still find similar attitudes today?   

• The Jews looked for miraculous signs.  They were accustomed to the message of prophets like Moses or Elijah being accompanied by 
incredible miracles that proved their message was from God.  On more than one occasion the Pharisees and other teachers of the law 
demanded that Jesus give them some sort of sign to prove the claims he was making about himself. 

• This fell right in line with the desire for an earthly, political messiah who would restore Israel to its former glory.  The thought of a Messiah 
who suffered humiliation and a disgraceful death on a cross didn’t fit with their ideas about who the promised Savior should be. 

• The irony is that Jesus did give them miraculous signs and wonders, a lot them, but they still didn’t believe.  In the end they hardened their 
hearts in arrogance and pride and lust for power.  Jesus wasn’t the kind of Savior they were looking for so they rejected him. 

• The Greeks were “lovers of wisdom” (philosophy).  Paul came to Corinth following a stay in Athens, where we’re told that all they cared 
about was debating the latest ideas and demonstrating their wisdom.  The thought of God taking on flesh (which they were trying to 
escape) was ridiculous and the cross barbaric.   

5. In vs. 21 Paul tells us that “God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 

believe.”  In other words, God wanted it this way.  God purposely saw to it that mankind could never find 

salvation through human brilliance, but only through the gospel.  Why do you think God did this?  Why not 

allow people to find the way to salvation through their own reasoning and wisdom?   
• Again, God is making it clear that we cannot save ourselves.  Our salvation does not depend on what we do, but on what Christ done for us. 

• In v26-29 Paul expands on the same thought.  He makes it clear that social status, money, power, and worldly wisdom have no bearing on a 
person’s salvation.   

 

 

 

6. Has the world’s view of Christianity and Christian people changed since Paul’s day?  Give examples to support 

your answer.  Where do we find our boast as Christians in the midst of ridicule and persecution?   

• No it has not.  In Paul’s day Christians were considered by many of the elites of society to be simpletons and Christianity a religion only for 
the poor and slaves. 

• How many wealthy, influential, powerful, famous, and scholarly people are simple, Bible-believing, church-going, Christians?  Not many.  In 
fact, the elites in government and Hollywood and elsewhere often times mock Christians as being uncultured simpletons, whose belief are 
relics of a less enlightened age.   

• A s Christians we say, “You can have your so-called wisdom and power.  I will only boast in the Lord and the righteousness, holiness, and 
redemption that he gives to me through Christ. 

• ***Show pictures and quotes about “stupid Christians” and passage from Jeremiah 9:23,24.   

   

7. The Greek culture in which the Corinthians lived idolized the eloquent and persuasive speaker.  Yet, what was 

Paul’s focus when he came to Corinth and began to preach?  What does this tell you about where the focus 

ought to lie in a pastor’s preaching today?  Why is this focus so important? 

• Paul was a very well educated and talented man.  He could have dazzled the Corinthians with eloquence and wisdom and won a lot of 

followers for himself that way.  But then they would be Paul’s followers, not Christ’s.   

• Paul always wanted the focus to be on Christ crucified for us, because he wanted to win hearts and save souls, not become the most popular 

preacher in town. 

• The gospel message, Christ crucified for us, carries with it the power of the Holy Spirit to create and strengthen saving faith.  A preacher can 

dazzle people with his flashy style and entertain them with a million stories, but if the heart of the message is not focused on Christ and 

what he has done for us, then it is worthless.   

What encouragement do these verses give you when it comes to your own personal witnessing for 

Christ? 

• The entire chapter makes it quite clear that the effectiveness of your message doesn’t depend upon your eloquence and wisdom, but rather, 

the power of Holy Spirit at work through the words you speak. 

• You certainly want to study the Word and grow in faith so that you can present the gospel as clearly as possible, but you don’t have to worry 

that it is your task to convince someone to believe you.   

• This also give us confidence when it come to those hard cases, where we say, “I think this person is hopeless.”  If the Holy Spirit could work 

through the gospel to turn around so many of the worldly-wise Corinthians, then he can certainly work through the words that you speak, 

no matter how obstinate someone may be.   
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“THE LORD OF GLORY” 

 
 

“The story is told of Raphael, the 

Italian Renaissance painter, who was 

commissioned to paint a portrait of 

the Lord Jesus. ‘He obtained a New 

Testament and day after day was 

seen, brush in hand, with it open 

before him, every feature riveted 

and every thought absorbed; until 

suddenly one day he slipped upon 

his knees, and cried, “My Lord and 

my God!” The picture was never 

painted, but God had stamped an 

image on Raphael’s soul that would 

never be obliterated.” 

 

-Prime, D. (2005). Opening up 1 

Corinthians. Opening Up Commentary. 

Leominister: Day One Publications. 

2:6-16  GOD’S WISDOM REVEALED BY THE SPIRIT 

8. Who are the “mature” to whom Paul is referring in vs. 6?  Is Paul trying to make a distinction between different 

classes of Christians?  (See 1:18,24) 

• Paul has not been talking about different classes of believers, the spiritually mature and beginners, but rather contrasting 

believers and unbelievers. 

• The “mature” here are believers, “those whom God has called.” 

• In this sense, even our Sunday school kids singing “Jesus Love Me” are wiser 

than the most learned Greek philosopher, whose philosophy would, “come to 

nothing.” 

• However, Paul does seem to switch to this sense of mature vs. infant as we get in 

to chapter three.  There he calls them infants because they were still displaying 

some of the traits of “worldly” unbelievers. 

9. Vs. 7 – In what sense is God’s wisdom, “secret”?  (2 Corinthians 4:6)  

• The good news that Jesus is the Savior who has rescued us from sin, 

death, and hell, the gospel message, must be revealed to us by God.   

• This wisdom cannot be gained through philosophic thought. 

• This was demonstrated very clearly by the Jewish and Romans leaders, 

the most brilliant minds and greatest leaders of their day couldn’t 

recognize Jesus as the Savior, but put him to death instead. 

 

10. What doctrine is taught in the second half of verse 7?   

• The doctrine of election is taught here.  God, in his grace, chose us 

before the creation of the world to be his own and in time called us to 

faith. 

 

 

 

11. Contrast the “spirit of the world” with what is revealed to us by “the 

Spirit who is from God.” (Note especially vs. 12) 

• The spirit of the world is humanism and work-righteousness.  Man is 

the center of all things and he must earn his own salvation.   

• The spirit of this world knows nothing about the mind of God or what 

God has done for us in Christ.  It cannot even conceive of a gracious God, who deals so graciously, so personally 

with his people and prepares for them an eternity of perfect happiness in heaven. 

• In contrast the Spirit who is from God reveals to us “what God has freely given us” in Christ – forgiveness, eternal 

life, and all the blessings that flow from the gospel. 

12. What doctrine is taught in vs. 13 and why is it such a comforting teaching for us as Christians? 

• The doctrine of verbal inspiration is taught.  Paul got his words from the Holy Spirit. 

• It is a comfort to know that we have God’s truth the way he wants us to have it.  We know what God says and 

aren’t lead astray by the philosophies of the world.   
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“SERVANTS OF CHRIST” 

 

‘The apostle was anxious to be 

rightly accounted of, and well he 

might be; for ministers are not often 

estimated rightly; as a rule, they are 

either gloried in, or else despised … 

It would be for the advantage of the 

Church, for our own benefit, and for 

the glory of God, if we were put in 

our right places, and kept there, 

being neither over-rated, nor unduly 

censured, but viewed in our relation 

to our Lord, rather than in our own 

personalities.’ 

 

  -Charles Spurgeon 

13. What implications does verse 14 have for what we teach concerning a person’s conversion?  Whose power is at 

work?  What role does the person play? 

• Again, as the entire section has been emphasizing, the Holy Spirit’s power is at work when someone is 

converted.  

• The Spirit must reveal to us the wisdom of the gospel to us.  Otherwise, it would be only foolishness.   

• A person cannot understand what Christ has done and believe it apart from the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

14. What does it mean that we, as believers, “have the mind of Christ.”  (vs. 16; See John 15:15) 

• When it comes to our salvation, we think the way Jesus does.  Thus we know the mind of the Father and his 

plan of salvation through his Son. 

• Again, this is in contrast to the “wisdom and strength” of the world, which would look for salvation anywhere 

other than Christ.  

 

 

 

3:1-23  THE CHURCH AND ITS LEADERS 

The Corinthians wanted Paul to give them some “meaty”  spiritual teachings 

to chew on, but their fascination with worldly wisdom and their continued 

squabbling over which leader to follow demonstrated that they were not 

ready for anything but the basics of Christianity.  They wouldn’t be able to 

digest “solid foods.”  They were still “mere infants in Christ.” 

15. Explain what Paul means in vs. 1-4 when he describes the Corinthians as 

“mere men.”  Contrast what it means to be “spiritual” versus “worldly.” 

• Believers at Corinth were behaving as ‘mere men’ (v. 3), that is to say, in 

a human way, like those with no spiritual insight.  They were concerned 

about the things of men (like bragging about how wise they were or that 

they followed the best spiritual leader) rather than the things of God 

(namely Christ and his gospel and growing and spreading that message; 

being humble and loving and united as brothers and sisters in Christ). 

• Paul uses the word ‘spiritual’ (v. 1) in the sense of being filled with and 

controlled by the Holy Spirit (cf. Gal. 6:1) and ‘worldly’ (v. 1) of living according to the standards of fallen human 

nature (literally “fleshly”) 

• Note: NIV11 translation of  “people who live by the Spirit” seems to be a good one. 

16. The Corinthian’s cliquishness was distorting their view of the Christian ministry.  What three points about the 

Christian ministry does Paul make in vs. 5-9 that every parishioner and minister ought to keep in mind? 

• Vs. 5 – Paul and Apollos and every other minister of Christ are only servants of Christ.  They are to lead people 

to Christ and give glory to him, not themselves. 

• Vs. 6,7 – All a minister can do is cast the seed of the gospel and continue to water it by faithfully preaching and 

teaching.  In the end, it is God who makes it grow. 

• Vs. 8,9- All Christian churches and ministers serve “one purpose,” to lead people to Christ and save souls.  As 

pastors and individual members of congregations we are “co-workers” in Christ.  There should never be rivalries 

between pastors or congregations.  If there is, we are thinking in “worldly” terms. 
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A NOTE ON PURGATORY 

 

“The Catholic Church cites verses 14 

and 15 in support of its doctrine on 

purgatory.  But these verses do not 

apply, for several reasons.  The fire, 

for example, is the fire of  “the Day,” 

of judgment day.  And it is the works 

of the minister that are being tested; 

it is not believers who are being 

purified by fire.” 

 

-The People’s Bible: 1 Corinthians, p. 39 

17. Whether it was Paul or Apollos serving the Corinthian congregation, what needed to remain the solid 

foundation on which they built?   

• Paul had laid a rock-solid foundation by preaching Christ and him crucified.  This is the only foundation on 

which God’s church is built.   

 

 

 

Describe the difference between a minister building on this foundation with precious materials 

versus shoddy materials. 

• Whoever teaches and conducts his ministry in keeping with the truth that Jesus Christ is our Savior is building 

with precious materials.  Such faithfulness includes teaching the full counsel of God without adding or 

subtracting or watering it down. 

• The minster who adds, subtracts, waters down, or tries to mix in human wisdom and reason with God’s truth is 

using shoddy materials. 

• Here many reformed errors on the sacraments, conversion, legalism, millennialism, et. all. fit the bill as well as 

false practices in stewardship, evangelism, and other areas.  We cannot say that such errors immediately destroy 

faith, but they do obscure and weaken the truth of who Christ is and what he taught.  On the last day, such 

teachings will be revealed for what they are—trash to be burned up. 

***Note: We will discuss the public minister’s special relationship to God, the 

accounting he will have to give on the last day, and the “reward” he will receive 

more thoroughly when Paul brings it up in more detail in chapter four. 

 

18. Once again Paul raises the subject of human wisdom (vs. 18–23).  What are 

the dangers of human wisdom? The fruits of spiritual wisdom?  Read James 

3:13–18 and see if you can identify in 1 Corinthians 3 the bad fruits of 

human wisdom that James mentions. 

• Human wisdom: envy, selfish ambition, boasting, disorder, evil practices 

• Spiritual wisdom: deeds done in humility, pure, peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere, produces a 

harvest righteousness 

 

 

19. How do each of the following “belong to us” as believers? 

 

“the world” (See 1 Timothy 4:3-5) 

As Christians we can take advantage of all the good things this world has to offer because God has created them 

as blessings for us to enjoy.  

 

“life” (See Psalm 31:15) 

Our life cannot be taken from us until the time God has appointed. 
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“death” (See 2 Tim 1:10) 

Death has lost its power over us.  Because Jesus lives we also will live. 

 

 

“the present” (See Philippians 4:4,11-13) 

Whatever our circumstances we are able to rejoice in the Lord Jesus, confident that he will supply our every 

need and give us the strength to endure whatever the world throws at us. 

 

 

“the future” (See Romans 8:17) 

Our future is in the hands of our Savior, who has made us co-heirs with him of eternal life in heaven. 

 

 

 

20. What is Paul’s final answer the Corinthians’ desire to follow a leader?  (See vs. 23) 

• As believers they belonged to Christ.  If they were going to follow someone, it should be him. 

• As followers of Christ we don’t form factions behind various church leaders.  We are united through faith in 

him. 
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4:1-21  THE NATURE OF TRUE APOSTLESHIP 

21. Vs. 1-5 – As an apostle, who was Paul ultimately accountable to?  What was the number one requirement of his 

apostleship? 

• Ultimately Paul was accountable to God.  He was a manager or steward of the mysteries of Gospel that God had 

entrusted to him. 

• God’s number one requirement for his managers is faithfulness; not talent, personality, efficiency, leadership, 

popularity, or success. 

• Notice the emphasis on “the motives of men’s hearts,” rather than the way things appear on the outside. 

 

 

How would you characterize Paul’s attitude toward human judgments concerning his ministry, 

both his own and those of the people he served? 

• Vs. 3, “I care very little…”  Paul understood that ultimately he is accountable to God, not men.  Thus he didn’t 

put a lot of stock in human judgments concerning his ministry.  In the end, only God could truly judge whether 

or not Paul had been faithful to his calling. Only God could see into his heart.   

• Notice Paul says, “I care very little,” not, “I don’t care at all.”  If a preacher does not go about things in the right 

way, he ought to be open and sensitive to criticism. But if he is faithfully doing his best and is responsive to 

proper criticism, he is not to make pleasing people his objective. 

• When it came to making his own judgments, again, Paul leaves the final assessment concerning his faithfulness 

to the Lord.  Although he wasn’t perfect, Paul felt he had been faithful to his calling and that he had carried out 

his duties to the best of his ability.  On the last day, if Paul received praise and commendation from the Lord, 

then he would know his assessment of his faithfulness had been correct. 

What difference in attitude do these verses suggest we should have as Christians between how we 

view the call into the public ministry and a hired position in the business world? 

• Again, the primary requirement of a minister of the gospel is faithfulness, not success or popularity.  A 

congregation should not look to fire their pastor if he isn’t producing the results that they are looking for or if 

they think that he doesn’t have the kind of charismatic qualities that they find important. 

• A call into the public ministry is a call from God, not merely a job given by men.  Thus we are to treat our 

pastors with a certain amount of respect as those to whom God has entrusted our spiritual welfare. 

 

 

22. Paul is being sarcastic in vs. 8.  The Corinthians thought that they had arrived as Christians, but what was the 

reality?  What does Paul say in vs. 7 about how we are to view our talents and abilities? 

• Their pride and foolish boasting about their wisdom and what leader they followed demonstrated that they we 

still very immature spiritually. 

• They thought that they had arrived at the height of Christian wisdom and maturity, but in reality they still had 

a lot to learn.   

• We always keep in mind that all our talents and abilities are gifts from God to be used to his glory.  When we 

boast about ourselves we are denying the grace of God, who made us what we are. 
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23. Of what does Paul remind the smug, self-important Corinthians in vs. 9-13?  (See Luke 9:23,24; Matthew 5:3,6;    

1 Corinthians 1:31) 

• The Christian life is one of humility and cross-bearing, following in the footsteps of Christ.  It is not a life of 

earthly glory. 

• Again Paul is contrasting the wisdom of God with the wisdom of this world.  Paul sarcastically uses his 

persecuted lifestyle to show how far he had been left behind by the “exalted and reigning Corinthians.” 

• As Christians we find our boast only in Christ. 

 

 

 

24. What can we learn from Paul here in these verses about how to approach pointing out the sins of our fellow 

Christians?  What is our motivation?  What kind of tone should we have?  What are we trying to accomplish?  

Any other insights? (See also 2 Corinthians 7:8-11) 

• Our motivation is always Christian love and concern for souls.  Paul was warning them because they were 

endangering their souls by their sinful behavior.  If left unchecked, it would only get worse. 

• Obviously our tone and the language we use needs to reflect the love in our hearts.  At the same time we need 

to be direct and not beat around the bush.  Paul is direct, sarcastic, even harsh here in these verses.  He was 

speaking to them appropriately as a Father to his children, who deserved to be scolded for their poor behavior. 

• A more biting tone may be more appropriate with a person who is becoming particularly arrogant.  You need to 

let your relationship with that person dictate what is a appropriate. 

• What we are trying to accomplish is for the sinner to repent and turn to the Lord for forgiveness and then live 

in that forgiveness by correcting the sinful behavior.  We are not trying to shame them into changing their 

ways. 

25. What exactly does Paul mean when he writes in vs. 20, “The kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but power”? 

• Many of the Corinthians were talking big as if they had reached the height of Christian maturity.  But if that 

were the case, they wouldn’t be acting so arrogantly, proudly, and divisively.   

• When Christ rules in your heart through faith his power shows itself in attitudes, words, and actions that are in 

line with God’s will. 

• Paul wanted the Corinthians to repent and get rid of their arrogance and pride and then there would no longer 

be a need for the “whip,” biting words of chastisement.     
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Lesson Three: Moral & Ethical Problems in the Church 

 

INTRO: It may seem that Paul is changing topics rather abruptly from his instruction on human wisdom and 

divisions in the church to the moral and ethical problems with which the congregation was struggling.  But in 

reality, Paul is simply making his point even more clear: the Corinthians were not as wise and strong and noble as 

they thought they were.  A truly mature and wise Christian congregation would demonstrate its maturity and 

wisdom by dealing with these problems before they caused even more damage.  Once again, Paul points the 

Corinthians to Christ and to the power of the gospel as the only solution to the sins plaguing their congregation.   

 

5:1-13  DEALING WITH A CASE OF INCEST 

1. What seemed to be the attitude of the members of the Corinthian congregation toward the incestuous 

relationship of this man with his step-mother?   

• Not only were they indifferent and unconcerned about this gross immorality taking place among them, they 

were boasting about how open-minded and tolerant they were. 

• Paul is shocked and disgusted.  Not only was this relationship forbidden by God in Scripture, it was considered 

detestable even to the pagans, among whom sexual immorality was commonplace.   

• Cicero commented that this type of situation was almost unheard of.  Greco-Roman law punished such 

immorality by banishment to an island.  In Greek mythology Oedipus blinds himself after learning that he had 

unwittingly married and conceived children with his mother.   

How does this same sinful attitude continue to manifest itself in the church today?   

• Tolerance and open-mindedness are still held up today as the ultimate ideals.  There is a hesitation inside and 

outside of the church to call out sin for what it is. 

• People seem to gravitate towards more “pr0gressive” churches that understand that the teachings of the Bible 

are relics of a less “enlightened” age and that they no longer apply to the modern church, which has moved 

beyond being so judgmental.   

• Of course what people are really gravitating to is a church that won’t confront them with their sins, a church 

where they can gratify their sinful desires but still feel like they’re doing something good by going to church. 

2. What do these verses have to say to the person who insists, “What I do in my personal life is none of the 

church’s business”? (See also 1 Corinthians 12:25,26; Matthew 18:15-17; Ezekiel 33:7,8) 

• A little bit of yeast works through the whole batch of doe.  If this wickedness was tolerated, it would spread throughout the 

congregation.  Consciences would be dulled.  An attitude of indifference toward sin would grow.  Maintaining Gods-pleasing 

standards of conduct within the congregation would become impossible. 

• God makes it very clear in Scripture that we are responsible for the spiritual welfare of our fellow Christians.  Paul calls upon 

the entire congregation to take action to save this person’s soul. 

• There is nothing more unloving than allowing someone to continue in their sin without warning them of the danger they 

are putting themselves in.  Persistent and deliberate sin destroys faith and puts the person in danger of the fires of hell. 

• We are one body.  If one part of the body suffers, we all suffer.  We are to care for each other as our own bodies. 

3. Explain what Paul means when he says, “Hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed 

and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord” (vs. 5).  What was Paul instructing the Corinthians to do?  For what 

purpose? 

• Paul is simply spelling out the last step of church discipline as outlined by Jesus in Matthew 18.  They were to 

excommunicate this man, that is, declare him to be outside the fellowship of believers and thus someone who 

belonged to Satan. 

• The purpose was to lead him to see the seriousness of his sins, to repent, and to throw off the sinful desires of 

the flesh and live the in the joy of Christ’s forgiveness. 

• Church discipline is always carried out in a spirit of love to save the person’s soul. 
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“GET RID OF THE OLD YEAST.” 

 

Luther’s Small Catechism, 

 

“What does baptizing with water mean? 

 

It means that our Old Adam with his evil 

deeds and desires should be drowned by 

daily contrition and repentance, and die, 

and that day by day a new man should 

arise, as from the dead, to live in the 

presence of God in righteousness and 

purity now and forever.” 

What additional insights into the nature of how we carry out church discipline do we gain from 

verses 4 and 11? 

• “When you are assembled” – Church discipline is carried out by the congregation.  The pastor doesn’t 

excommunicate someone.  He brings the matter before the church. 

• “In the name of our Lord Jesus” – It is not an arbitrary exercise of authority, but rather in line with God’s 

expressed will in the Bible.  When we act in accordance with Scripture we act with the power and authority of 

Christ who has given to his church the power of the keys and who promises to be present among us. 

• “With such a man do not even eat” – Eating with someone, particularly in eastern culture is a sign of friendship 

and love.  We want to avoid giving the impression that we are condoning the person’s sinful behavior.  This 

could take many forms today.  While we certainly will continue to talk to the person about the situation in the 

hopes that they will repent, we don’t want to carry on the friendship as if nothing has changed.  It needs to be 

made clear, “You are endangering your soul.  This is serious.” 

What was the final result of the instruction Paul gives the Corinthian congregation here in these 

verses? (See 2 Corinthians 2:6-8) 

• The congregation headed Paul’s advice and excommunicated the man, who repented of his sin.  Paul therefore 

urges them to welcome him back into the fellowship of believers and to affirm the Lord’s forgiveness and their 

love for him. 

 

 

4. What point is Paul making about the Christian life with the 

illustration drawn from the Passover in vs. 7-9?  (See also Romans 

12:1-2, Ephesians 4:22-24, 2 Corinthians 5:17) 

• According to the Mosaic Law the Jews were to get rid of all yeast in 

their houses on the eve of the Passover—an action symbolic of 

getting rid of the sin in their lives and rededicating themselves to 

the Lord, who had provided salvation for them through the 

promised Messiah who would sacrifice himself as the “Lamb of 

God.” 

• As Christians, who have been washed clean in the blood of Christ, 

the Lamb of God, we are a new creation.  We now live in light of 

God’s mercy and offer our entire lives as living sacrifices in 

thankfulness for our salvation. 

• Complacency about sin and the good news of forgiveness and salvation in Christ are incompatible. 

• Every day is now Easter.  We live in the joy of our salvation. 

5. In light of verses 9-11, explain what is meant by the phrase, “There is a great difference between the church 

being in the world and the world being in the church.”  

• As Christians we are called to bring people to salvation through the preaching of the gospel.  We can’t do that if 

we retreat from the rest of the world and hide ourselves away like monks or nuns. 

• However, the sinful attitudes and standards of this world are not to gain a foothold within God’s church.  We 

are to stand out, to be a light shining in the darkness.  We want people to notice the difference between us and 

the rest of the world and thus be attracted to the message we have to share. Thus Paul tells us here to get rid of 

the yeast of “malice and wickedness.”  
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“If you really keep the 

royal law found in 

Scripture, ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself,’ 

you are doing right.” 

 
  -James 2:8 

6:1-11  LAWSUITS AMONG BELIEVERS 

6. A more natural rendering of the Greek into English in vs. 1 might be, “How dare you take it before the ungodly for 

judgment!”  Paul is outraged at the Corinthians’ behavior. Why was this matter of lawsuits such a troubling 

issue?  What sinful attitudes did it reveal among the members of the congregation?   

• These lawsuits revealed an attitude that was completely the opposite of brotherly, Christian love. 

• Instead of patience, humility, forgiveness, love, and selflessness they were demonstrating anger, vindictiveness, 

revenge, pride, and greed. 

• Again, Paul scolds them for being too concerned about the things of this world. 

• Also, these lawsuits were bringing scorn upon the name of Christ.  The unbelieving world would see this 

behavior and say, “If this is what Christianity looks like, then count me out.” 

What does Paul mean when he says, “You have been completely defeated already”? (vs7) 

• No matter who won the lawsuits, both parties had already been defeated spiritually.  Satan had succeeded in 

driving a wedge between fellow believers and getting them to focus on world concerns. 

 

 

 

7. What does Paul suggest as a better alternative to taking a fellow 

Christian to court? (vs7) 

• Paul suggests that it is better to allow yourself to be cheated and 

wronged than to bring shame upon the name of Christ. 

 

 

 

Is Paul saying that a Christian should never take anyone to court?  What would you do if another 

Christian did something against you that you felt was worthy of taking legal action?  (See also 

Matthew 5:38-40; 16:24; Romans 12:17-21; 1 Peter 2:21-23) 

• Neither Paul nor Jesus’ is saying that in all cases we should just submit to violence or unjust lawsuits or 

unwarranted demands. 

• However, as Christians we need to watch our attitudes and always ere on the side of love, humility, and cross-

bearing rather than bitterness, resentment, anger, and revenge. 

• Following Christ means living under the cross.  At times that might mean suffering injustice for the sake of 

demonstrating Christian love. 

• If we must take someone to court to protect our life or family or property, it should be with the same attitude of 

Christian love rather than vindictiveness or a desire for revenge or financial gain. 

8. What does Paul mean when he talks about Christians judging “the world” and even “angels”?  (vs. 2,3; See also 1 

Timothy 2:11,12a; Jude 6) 

• The Bible speaks quite frequently about Christians living and ruling with Christ in heaven. 

• As those who rule with Christ we will share in his judgment upon the damned. 

• Surely those who will have such an exalted position and weighty responsibility in eternity can handle judging 

disputes among fellow Christians here on earth. 

• Paul can hardly believe that out of all the members of the large and gifted Corinthian congregation there 

wasn’t one person qualified to settle a dispute among believers.    
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9. Consider the various vices Paul lists in vs. 9,10.  Are we to consider these particular sins worse than others?  

What point is Paul making? (1 John 2:3-6; Hebrews 10:26-28) 

• Paul is describing the “wicked,” that is, “unbelievers.” (literally, “the unrighteous”) 

• Paul is not saying that these sins are worse than any other.  His point is that such lifestyles are incompatible 

with saving faith.  Faith shows itself in action, period.   

• Those who persist in sinful lifestyles demonstrate their unbelief and unless they are brought to repentance and 

faith and turn from their wicked ways they will be damned. 

 

 

What is the significance of Paul using the past tense in vs. 11 when he writes, “And that is what some 

of you were”?   

• As believers, the Corinthians were a new creation in Christ.  The filth of their former way of life as pagan 

unbelievers had been washed away.  By the power of the Spirit they now lived new, sanctified lives. 

• Paul urges them not to fall back into being what they used to be.   

• “But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God.” 

 

 

10. For Discussion: Paul is pretty blunt and to the point in these verses.  Does the church today deal with sin in the 

same way?  Or is there a hesitation to confront wickedness and call it what it is?  If there is this hesitation, why 

do you think that is?  How do we overcome it?   

• We do tend to hesitate to point out sin and call it for what it is.   

• Our culture has conditioned us to think that if we point out the faults of others we are being wrongly 

judgmental, arrogant, intolerant, etc…  Even churches nowadays want to be inclusive, even if inclusiveness 

means tolerating behavior that God condemns. 

• Our own guilt over our own sins makes it difficult, “Who am I to judge?”   

• It is an uncomfortable thing to do.   

• I think there might even be a Lutheran tendency to take our proper distaste for work-righteousness too far and 

say that we can never talk about works at all. 

• We lack trust that God will bless our efforts when we strive to be faithful to what he wants us to do. 

• Only the gospel message and the working of the Holy Spirit through that message can give us the strength and 

courage to speak up and confront sin.  We need to remember why we are doing it—not to be vindictive or 

judgmental but to save a person’s soul.   
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“He has redeemed me, a lost 

and condemned creature, 

purchased and won me from 

all sins, from death, and 

from the power of the devil, 

not with gold or silver but 

with his holy, precious blood 

and with his innocent 

suffering and death. 

All this he did that I should 

be his own, and live under 

him in his kingdom, and 

serve him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, 

and blessedness.” 

 

 -Luther’s Explanation   

       of the 2nd Article  

6:12-20  SEXUAL IMMORALITY 

11. How would you define Christian freedom?  How were the Corinthians abusing their freedom in Christ while 

quoting the popular saying, “Everything is permissible for me”?  (See Romans 6:1-4,6,7,12-14) 

• As Christians we have been freed from the condemnation of God’s law and the power of our sinful nature to live 

by the power of the Spirit in accordance with God’s law. 

• The Corinthians were using their new found Christian freedom as an excuse for sin, an excuse for doing 

whatever they felt like doing.   

• Both Paul and Jesus (John 8:34) make clear that when a person indulges his sinful appetites he is choosing to 

remaining enslaved to by the sinful passion from which Christ has set him free. 

• Again, they weren’t separating themselves from the pagan society they 

lived in, but rather, they were trying to figure out how they could hang on 

to all their old pagan practices and still be Christians.   

Give examples of similar attitudes exhibited today both within 

the church and outside the church: 

• The Corinthians seemed to view sex outside of marriage as an adiaphoron 

– something neither commanded nor forbidden by God, something that 

was no big deal either way.  This same casual attitude certainly exists today 

inside and outside the church. 

• “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food.”  - People today often 

portray the fulfilling of sexual desires as just as natural as satisfying our 

appetite for food.  But what is often missed is that God has given us 

marriage as the only place to fulfill those desires. 

• Even Christians can’t help but get dulled by the immorality that surrounds 

them.  Churches routinely overlook inappropriate behavior and even strive 

to seem more progressive. 

12. List and explain the reasons Paul gives here in these verses for Christians to 

“flee from sexual immorality.”   

• Vs. 13, “The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord.” – We belong 

to the Lord, who gave us our bodies to use in service to him, not in service to our 

lustful desires. 

• Vs. 14, “He will raise us also” – Our bodies have a glorious destiny.  We will be raised 

up with on the Last Day just as Christ was raised from the grave to live with God 

forever in heaven.  Again, God places a high value not only our souls, but our 

bodies as well.  This ran completely contrary to the teaching of Plato and other 

Greek philosophers who had a low view of the body as something to be shed for a 

higher level of existence.   

• Vs. 15-17, “Your bodies are members of Christ himself.  Shall I take the members of 

Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!” – The special union we have with 

Christ through faith is completely incompatible with the sinful “one flesh” union 

with anyone other than a person’s lawfully wedded spouse.  This special, intimate 

union is a blessing reserved for marriage (more on that in chapter 7). 

• Vs.  18, “He who sins sexually sins against his own body” – You are using your own 

body as an instrument for sin. 

• Vs. 19, “Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit” – Our bodies have been made 

holy by the Spirit’s dwelling within us.  Sexual sins, therefore, profane the temple of God.  ILL = Turning the temple of God 

into a whore house/ APP = Could cultivating a deep awareness (and thus reverence) of the Spirit’s presence within us be a 

good first step combating the world’s “all things are free” attitude toward sin? 

• Vs. 20, “You were bought at a price.” – Christ has redeemed us body and soul by shedding his precious blood on the cross.  

Therefore we are to honor him and give him that by using our bodies in God-pleasing ways.   
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Lesson Four: Instruction on Marriage 

 

INTRO:  As we move into chapter seven, Paul begins addressing some specific questions posed by the Corinthians in 

their letter to him.  From the answers Paul gives in these verses we can surmise what some of those questions were:  

Is it wrong for a person to remain unmarried?  Are sexual relations okay within the bonds of marriage?  What about 

divorce?  Paul answers these and many other questions as he gives instructions to the married and unmarried alike.      

 

7:1-16  CONCERNING MARRIED LIFE 

1. It seems likely that Paul had urged marriage rather strongly while he was in Corinth because of the loose sexual 

morals that were so prevalent throughout the city.  In response to Paul’s urging the Corinthians wondered 

whether it was wrong for a person to remain unmarried.  What is Paul’s response?   

• Not only is it acceptable for a person to remain single, it can even be “good,” that is, a blessing (vs. 1). 

• However, Paul realizes that most people don’t have the ability to remain single and chaste at the same time.  

Marriage is to be the general rule.  Celibacy, while it can be good, is the exception (vs. 2).   

• It is better to marry than to burn with passion and get caught up in sexual 

immorality.  One purpose of marriage in a sinful world is to provide a proper 

place for the expression of human sexuality, and thus serve as a remedy for  

•  

• sin, a buffer against Satan’s temptations. ( 

• vs.2, 5, 9). 

What is Paul wishing for in vs. 7?  What is he not wishing for? 

• It appears that Paul had blessed with a special gift of self-control that  

•  

• allowed him to remain unmarried and devote himself solely to the Lord. 

• He wishes that everyone was blessed with this same special gift of self-

control, but realizes that is not the case. 

• He is not wishing that everyone would remain single.  He has just finished 

saying that marriage is the norm.  Paul clearly valued marriage as a blessing 

from the Lord.  Ephesians 5 is a great example.   

2. Compare what Paul writes here in verses 1-7 with what he writes in 

Ephesians 5:22-33.  What general principles concerning the marriage 

relationship does Paul teach in both passages?  How do these principles  

compare to modern day modes of thinking concerning marriage and 

sexuality? 

• Paul emphasizes a husband and wife’s duty to each other rather than the individual rights of each (Note: 

“deprive” in vs. 5 literally means “defraud,” i.e., to rob someone of something that rightfully belongs to them). 

• In a strong marriage each spouse puts their partner’s wants and needs before their own.  This is true in their 

sexual relationship as well as in the other areas of their married life together. 

• A secret to a successful marriage is not to insist upon what our marriage partner owes to us but rather to focus 

on our duty to our partner. 

• As with every area of Christian life, we strive to walk in the humble, sacrificial footsteps of Christ, giving him 

glory and serving others in love. 

• In sharp contrast, people today emphasize self-fulfillment and their right to do whatever they want to do with 

their own bodies. 
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3. Vs. 10-11 – What is the Lord’s clear teaching concerning divorce?  Under what circumstances does the Lord allow 

divorce? (See Matthew 19:8,9; 1 Corinthians 7:15) 

• The Lord clearly forbids divorce as a sin. 

• The only exceptions are marital unfaithfulness and desertion (when there is no reasonable hope left of restoring 

the broken marriage bond).  In such cases, the innocent spouse may seek a divorce. 

• Paul’s instruction here stood in stark contrast to what was common in his day in both Greco-Roman and Jewish 

culture.  But Paul instructions came from the Lord not from the world around him.  We ought to remember the 

same as we live in world where divorce is treated very casually.  

 

 

4. Vs. 12-16 – What does Paul mean when he writes, “the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, 

and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband”?  (See also 1 Peter 3:1,2; 1 John 4:4) 

• Paul does not mean that an unbeliever can be saved simply by being married to a Christian.  This would clearly 

go against Scripture. 

• However, the believing spouse certainly has an opportunity to serve as a witness for Christ both in words and 

actions. 

• The holy influence of the believing spouse certainly will be a blessing to the household at large as well as the 

Word of God and prayer are brought into the home. 

• In particular we would pray that the believer would be a blessing to the children and that he/she would do 

everything he/she can to bring them up in the Lord.   

• Again, Paul is speaking to some of the fears of the Corinthian congregation, “Am I defiled by my unbelieving 

spouse?  Paul told us not to associate with the immoral.  Are my children unclean, illegitimate children i 

7:17-24  CONCERNING CHANGE OF STATUS 

5. In verses 17-24 Paul digresses slightly from the marital topics he has been discussing to write a few words about 

a Christian’s calling.  What point does Paul makes here concerning a Christian’s station in life and his status 

before God?  Rather than worrying about our social status, where should the emphasis lie as we live our 

Christian lives?  (See vs. 19; also Galatians 5:6 and Romans 13:8-10) 

• Our focus should always be on living a life of love for God and others no matter what station in life the Lord has 

assigned us (“Bloom where you are planted”  The call to be a Christian sanctifies and ennobles all stations in 

life). 

• Paul didn’t want them to become “slaves of men,” i.e., living to please people, focused on the things of this 

world.  They were to serve God with their lives.   

• This doesn’t mean that we should never try to advance in our jobs or that we should pass up opportunities God 

sets before us in life, but Paul wants to emphasize that our status before God isn’t dependent upon our statu 

6. Explain what Paul means in vs. 22 when he writes, “For he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the 

Lord’s freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he was called is Christ’s slave.” 

• As Christians, Christ has set us free from the curse of sin and the burden of the law.  We are free to live our lives 

for God without the threat of punishment constantly looming over us and without the restrictions of OT law. 

• But we are not free to be our own masters.  As people who love and trust in Jesus as Savior, we willingly submit 

to his will and bind ourselves to serving him and others in love. 
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“I have no command from the 

Lord, but I give a judgment as 

one who by the Lord’s mercy is 

trustworthy.” (vs. 25). 
 

In addressing the Corinthians’ 

question about those who were 

unmarried, Paul wants to make it clear 

that he didn’t have any morally 

binding directives from the Lord.  Thus 

they would not be sinning if they 

decided to marry.  His godly advice as 

an apostle, however, could be trusted.  

Paul was not making some arbitrary 

rule as a harsh lawmaker but rather 

offering his pastoral judgment as 

someone whose life continued to be 

under the influence of God’s amazing 

grace and mercy.  The Corinthians 

could be sure that he had their best 

interest at heart.  

7:25-40  CONCERNING THE UNMARRIED 

7. Vs. 25-28 – We do not know for certain what “present crisis” Paul is referring to in vs. 26.  Some commentators 

suggest that it may have been a famine and resulting food shortage in Corinth, a problem which did affect 

numerous Greek states in the 40’s and 50’s AD.  If this was the case, why might it have been wise advice from 

the apostle for those who were single to remain single? 

• It would have been easier for a single person to cope with the hardships of living through a famine.  A married 

person would not only have to find food for his children, he would also add all the challenges and hardships of 

married life to the already difficult life he had living through a food 

shortage. 

• The famine explanation would also make good sense when we get to 

chapter 11 and find out that there was a problem at the Agape feast and 

Communion with the rich stuffing themselves and leaving the poor to go 

hungry. 

• Another possible explanation is that they were facing persecution at this 

time.  Again, it would have been easier to cope with such things as a 

single person rather than having to constantly worry about your family. 

8. Vs. 29-31 – Imagine that a friend of yours has come to you for some 

guidance in life.  Take what Paul says here in these verses and put it into 

your own words and offer your friend some advice. 

• It is important for us not to get too caught up in worldly affairs.  Even 

the marriage relationship, as important as it is, should not be made more 

important than our devotion to the Lord.  In these last days, when the 

Lord could return at any time, it is more important than ever for us to 

get our spiritual house in order first and foremost. 

 

 

 

9. Vs. 32-35 – How would you answer someone who points to these verses 

as evidence that Paul encourages people to live a monastic life?  What is 

the difference between monasticism and what Paul is talking about here? 

• The idea behind monasticism is that a person living a monastic life 

is closer to God, more holy, and thus earning more merit in God’s 

eyes.   

• There is no mention of merit in these verses.  Paul is simply stating 

reality.  A person who is single has less to worry about and can 

devote more time and attention to the service of the Lord.   

• This does not mean, however, that the Christian mother who is 

faithfully caring for her family is doing anything less noble than the 

single missionary who spends his time preaching God’s Word in 

remote villages in Africa.  Both are offering God-pleasing service.  

Both are justified and made holy only through the redeeming work 

of Christ. 

• Paul is simply stating what a blessing to the church it would be if 

more people had the gift of remaining single like he did and could 

devote more time and attention to gospel ministry. Yet he has 
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already recognized that not everyone has this gift.  

10. In vs. 36-38 Paul continues to give his advice to the unmarried in the congregation considering the “present 

crisis.”  Describe the situation (Note also the footnote in the NIV). 

• Option one: Paul is concerned about engaged couples who were postponing their marriage either because of the 

economic pressures caused by the food shortage or because they wanted to devote themselves more fully to the 

Lord in light of his imminent return.  In this case it would be improper to wait if a person is burning with 

passion or if the man thinks that he is not treating his fiancée properly by keeping her in suspense. 

• Option two: A father, taking the same circumstances into consideration, is trying to decide whether or not he 

should arrange a marriage for his daughter.  In this case a father would be putting an undue burden on his 

daughter if she doesn’t have the gift to remain single.  He also should consider if he is keeping her from having 

children during her best child-bearing years. 

• Again, Paul makes the point that sometimes God gives us the choice between good and good. 

In general, what kind of factors should a Christian person keep in mind when making decisions 

about things that are not expressly commanded or forbidden in God’s Word? 

• Again, we weigh the circumstances and our motivation and then use our God-given Christian common sense to 

makes a decision. 

• Would the husband have trouble caring for his wife and family?  Is he trusting the Lord or living in fear?  Are 

they burning for passion for one another?  Is the man putting an undue burden on his fiancée?  

• We need to ask these kinds of questions, glean what we can from God’s Word, and then come to decision that 

our conscience can live with.   

 

 

11. Paul addresses one final scenario: a widow contemplating getting remarried.  What counsel does the apostle 

give? 

• Once again Paul makes it clear that remaining single and getting remarried are both acceptable options as far as 

God is concerned.   

• However, the widow’s new husband ought to be a believer. 

• Paul’s personal opinion is that the widow would be more blessed if she remained single.  But again, not 

everyone has that gift. 
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Lesson Five: Instruction on Questionable Practices & Christian Freedom 

 

8:1-13  CONCERNING FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: “The meat of an animal brought to a Greek temple 

for sacrifice was divided into several parts.  One part became an idol 

offering on the altar, another part was usually eaten at a sacrificial meal at 

the temple, and some was given to the priests.  The worshiper might take 

some of the meat for use at home.  A portion of the meat was also sold in 

the meat markets in the temple area of the city.  It was this sacrificial 

meat that was available for purchase, and the Corinthian Christians also 

might buy such meat” (The People’s Bible: 1 Corinthians, p. 75-76). 

 

1. Vs. 4-6 – What does Paul say, first of all, about the gods 

worshiped by the pagan Greeks and the meat sacrificed to them?                                                                    

(See also Isaiah 44:16,17) 

• “An idol is nothing in all the world.”  “There is no God but one.”  All the so-called gods of Greek mythology didn’t 

really exist.  They were figments of pagan imaginations. An idol is nothing but a statue made of wood or silver 

or gold. 

• Thus there was any particularly different or special about the meat used in the sacrifices to these false gods.  It 

was just meat. 

 

 

2. What argument was made by those who claimed that eating this meat was okay?  What sinful attitude, 

however, was once again rearing its ugly head among the Corinthians as they made this argument?    

• Since the false God’s of the Greeks didn’t really exist and there wasn’t really anything different of special about 

the meat used in sacrifices to them, those with knowledge here claimed that is was absurd to worry about it.  It 

was just meat, nothing else, and we free to eat it. 

• Unfortunately, arrogance and sinful pride were once again rearing their ugly head as those with knowledge 

made this argument.  They were puffed up and proud about how wise they were and pressuring others join 

them even when they didn’t really feel comfortable doing so. 

 

 

3. Why did it bother some of the Corinthians to eat this meat?   

• Some simply could not separate this meet from the pagan worship and lifestyle that they had left behind when 

they became Christians.   

• They had just been rescued from a life of idolatry and brought to faith in the one true God.  It’s understandable 

if they felt uncomfortable about any contact with any aspect or reminder of idol worship. 
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“A Christian is a perfectly free 

lord of all, subject to none.  A 

Christian is a perfectly dutiful 

servant to all, subject to all.” 

 

  -Martin Luther   

The Freedom of a Christian

   

  

4. What does Paul teach here and elsewhere about acting contrary to your conscience, even in matters neither 

commanded nor forbidden by God? (See Romans 14:23) 

• If your conscience is telling you that you are doing something contrary to God’s will and you do it anyway, 

you are sinning, even if it is not something specifically addressed in God’s Word. 

• Paul uses very strong language here, “destroyed by your knowledge” (vs. 11).  To sin against your conscience 

is harmful to your faith and will eventually destroy it.   

 

 

5. As Christians we understand that we have freedom in matters neither commanded nor forbidden by God.  

What principles guide us as we exercise that freedom? (See 8:1,9-13; Galatians 5:13; 1 Corinthians 13:4) 

• Demonstrating Christian love is our first priority, not exercising our rights.  We seek to “build up” the body 

of Christ, not divide it and tear it down. 

• If our exercising of our Christian freedom offends someone whose conscience is weak or leads them into 

sinning against their conscience, then we are sinning against them and Christ who died for them. 

• Vs. 10,11 – Though many pagan Greeks and Romans by Paul’s day didn’t attach too much significance to the 

various deities anymore, they continued to frequent the temples for social reasons.  Believers who had many 

friends and family who were still pagans would have felt a lot of pressure to attend these idolatrous dinner 

parties.  It would have been easy to rationalize.  After all, gods and idols are nothing and meat is just meat. 

 

Under what circumstances are we obligated to take a stand even on things neither commanded nor 

forbidden by God in his Word?  (See Galatians 5:1, 2:3-5) 

• When the gospel is at stake, we do not give up our Christian 

freedom.   

• When false Christians called Judaizers insisted that the 

Galatians had to be circumcised and the follow the OT law to 

be saved, Paul told them not to give in, but to “stand firm.” 

• When Paul took Timothy on his second missionary journey, he 

circumcised him to keep from putting any obstacles in the way 

of his ministry to Jewish people.  But when the some false 

brothers tried to force Paul into circumcising Titus, he refused. 

• Again, a great deal of love and patient instructi 

6. Although a debate over meat sacrificed to idols is not an issue 

we are likely to encounter in 21st century America, what similar 

problems does the church still wrestle with today?  List a few of 

them and discuss.   

• Alcohol consumption; recreation gambling; TV and other 

media content 
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9:1-18  PAUL’S RIGHTS AS AN APOSTLE 

7. Vs. 1-2 – What does Paul mean when he writes, “You are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord”?  (See also 2 

Corinthians 3:1-3) 

• The faith of the Corinthian congregation and the spiritual blessings God was pouring out on them were proof 

that Paul was indeed a true apostle of the Lord and that the gospel message he preached was genuine and 

powerful. 

• Greek for seal = “that which confirms, attests, or authenticates” 

• It seems Paul always had someone questioning his apostleship, often times because he simply didn’t conduct his 

ministry like the standard philosopher or false teacher of the day who peddled their message for greedy gain. 

• It seems that there were those who questioned Paul’s apostolic authority because of the fact that he refused to 

take any money.  They apparently took this as a sign that his conscience wouldn’t allow him to take any money 

because he didn’t have the apostolic right or authority to do so. 

8. Vs. 3-14 – What does Paul say here in these verses concerning his right to be financially supported by the 

congregation?  What proofs does he give to support his assertion?   

• As an apostle of the Lord who was serving the congregation with the gospel message, Paul had every right to 

expect that they would support him financially. 

• Vs. 3-6 – The example of the other apostles like Peter and Jesus’ brothers, whose practice it was to receive their 

living by preaching the gospel 

• Vs. 7 – The example of society in general; workers get paid for their work 

• Vs. 8-12 – The example of the OT priests and Levites, whom God commanded to be supported by the offerings 

brought the temple. 

• Vs. 14 – The command of God (Note Jesus’ words in Luke 10:17; applied there to an even broader group, the 72 

disciples sent out 

9. Even though Paul had every right to expect the financial support of the congregation, why did he refuse to 

make use of this right while he lived and worked among them?  (See especially vs. 12 as well as 2 

Corinthians 2:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:8,9). 

• Paul did not want to put any hindrance in the way of the gospel.  Thus he avoided any impression that he was 

peddling the gospel message for financial gain.   

• Paul wanted to distance himself from the philosophers and rhetoricians of the day who charged a high price for 

their teaching and were known to be greedy for financial gain.  These same philosophers also despised manual 

labor, which Paul clearly valued.   

• By refusing to be compensated for his service to the Corinthians Paul was emphasizing that salvation is a free 

gift of God in Christ (Vs. 15 – Paul would rather starve to death than be deprived of privilege) 

• Paul also was also modeling a good, Christian work ethic for the Corinthians, teaching them not to expect 

handouts, but to work hard to support themselves and their families.  Paul essentially worked two jobs while in 

Corinth, preaching the gospel as their pastor and making tents to support himself. 

10. Vs. 16-18 – How did Paul view his apostolic ministry?  What was his reward for his service?  

• Paul had been commissioned by the Lord to preach the gospel among the gentiles.  He had been entrusted with 

this ministry and knew that it was his responsibility to be faithful to it.   

• Thus Paul didn’t expect the Corinthians to heap praise or wealth upon him.  He was simply doing the work that 

God had called him to do. 

• Paul was incredibly grateful that the Lord had called him to faith and entrusted him with his apostolic ministry.  

He viewed his refusal to except any pay for his service as a way to express his gratefulness to the Lord.  His 

reward was found in the satisfaction it gave in to offer this wonderful good news free of charge. 
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11. What general principles can be gleaned from these verses for both a Christian congregation and their called 

workers?   

• The congregation has the responsibility to care for their called worker’s needs so that he can devote himself to 

preaching the gospel without being overly burdened by material concerns. 

• At the same time, the minister shouldn’t enter into the ministry in order to become wealthy and except the 

congregation to lavishly support him.  In fact, these verses seem to indicate that at time it may be appropriate 

for a minister to forgo some of his right to compensation for the sake of the church’s ministry.   

• Both pastor and congregation need to remain focused on the proclamation of the gospel as the number one 

priority. 

 

9:19-23  PAUL’S USE OF HIS FREEDOM 

12. What was Paul’s number one priority as an apostle and as a Christian?  How did this priority influence the 

way he exercised his Christian freedom and carried out his ministry? 

• “To win as many as possible…”  Paul’s first priority was to save to souls through the preaching of the gospel.   

• Paul was willing to forgo his rights in order to not offend or put an obstacle in the way of preaching the gospel.   

• When he was ministry among Jews, who still observed the OT law and needed to slowly be eased out of their 

old lifestyle, he followed the OT law.  When among Gentiles he didn’t observe the law in order to avoid the 

impression that the Gentiles must follow the Mosaic Law in order to be saved. 

• From the Areopagus in Athens to the temple in Jerusalem, Paul became all things to all men. 

• Paul was not “under the law.”  He did not need to follow the OT law.  But he was under the law of Christ, bound 

by his love for his Savior to serve the Lord and his fellow man according to the 10 Commandments.   

13. Think of some ways in which you might become “all things to all men” in your life in order to better be able 

to proclaim the gospel. 

• Seems particularly applicable to pastors and especially missionaries.   You adapt yourself to the customs and 

way of doing things of the congregation or community that you are serving.   

• There seems to be just a general encouragement to get to know people and what is going on in their hearts and 

minds so that you can communicate with them better and look for an opportunity to fill a need that they have. 

 

 

9:24-27  THE NEED FOR SELF-DISCIPLINE 

14. What is the point of the comparison in these verses between the Christian life and a person training for 

athletic competition?  Where do we find the strength as Christians for our spiritual training? 

• The point of the comparison is that both demand self-control, discipline, restraint.   

• An Olympic athlete must essentially give up a normal life in order to train.  They have a special diet, special 

workout, special daily schedule.  They can’t eat what they want or go out with friends whenever they want.  

They have to be extremely disciplined.  They must sacrifice some things they would like to do. 

• The same is true for the Christian.  We give up living for ourselves, indulging our desires, and insisting on our 

rights.  We live for God and for our fellow man.  This was particularly true for someone like Paul who was in the 

public ministry. 

 

• We find the strength in the gospel in Word and sacrament. 
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10:1-13  WARNINGS FROM ISRAEL’S HISTORY 

Transition: Paul had ended chapter nine by emphasizing the need for discipline as we run the race of our Christian life and as we 

exercise Christian freedom.  The Corinthians seemed to think they could play with fire and not get burned.  Thus Paul’s warning. 

15. Review the historical references made by Paul in these verses.  What message is he trying to convey to the 

Corinthians by citing them?  (Exodus 14, 32; Numbers 25, 21, 14, 16) 

• Exodus 14: The exodus; pillar of cloud; parting of the Red Sea and destruction of Pharaoh’s army 

• Exodus 32: Golden calf; burned and ground into powder and put in water, which the people were forced to 

drink; Levites rallied to Moses and the Lord and put to death 3,000 people. 

• Numbers 25: Moabite women seduced Israelite men into sexual immorality and idolatry;  24,000 died in plague; 

God ordered the leaders of the people to be put to death; Phinehas drove spear through couple 

• Numbers 21: Grumbled against Moses and Aaron; poisonous snakes; bronze serpent 

•  Numbers 14: Spies give bad report and die; entire generation that grumbled against Aaron and Moses would 

not enter the promised land 

• Numbers 16: Korah, Dathan, Abiram lead uprising against Moses and Aaron; swallowed up by ground; 250 

consumed by fire; 14,700 continue complaining and die of plague 

• The message: Don’t set your hearts on evil as they did and turn away from the Lord in unbelief or you too will 

be destroyed.  Vs. 12, “If you think you are standing firm, be careful 

that you don’t fall.” 

16. How did the Israelites passing through the Red Sea and Moses’ 

role as Israel’s leader picture the Sacrament of Baptism and the 

work of Christ?  

• God used the waters of the Red Sea to rescue the Israelites from 

Pharaoh’s army just as he uses the waters of Baptism to rescue us 

from sin, death, and the devil. 

• Moses was the great mediator of God’s covenant with his Old 

Testament people.  Jesus is the great mediator of the new 

covenant, the covenant of forgiveness in him. 

 

17. Whether we are talking about Old Testament believers making their way to the promised land of Canaan or 

New Testament believers making their way to the promised land of heaven, who is it that guides and protects us 

along the way?  Again, why does Paul point this out?  What warning is there here for us? 

• It is Christ who is guiding and protecting us just as he did Old Testament Israel. 

• Again, Paul is drawing parallels between Old Testament Israel and New Testament believers in order to 

strengthen his warning here. 

• Paul is saying, “These people had Christ accompanying them just as you do.  Yet looked what happened when 

they took God’s grace for granted, chased after their sinful desires, and fell away in unbelief.  Be careful!” 

 

18. What encouragement does Paul give the Corinthians and us even as he issues these rather severe warnings?  On 

what does Paul’s encouragement focus? (See vs. 13 and also Hebrews 2:18; James 1:2-4) 

• The temptations the Corinthians faced and the ones we face are no worse than the many  temptations which 

many other Christians have faced and by God’s grace were able to overcome. 

• God gives us the strength to stand up under temptation through his Word and sacrament; that’s the “way out” 

Paul refers to here (Luther commented, however, that every temptation seems to us intolerable). 

• The focus is on the faithfulness of God, who will not abandon us when we are tempted.   
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“What is the bread?  The 

body of Christ.  And what do 

they become who partake of 

it?  The body of Christ; not 

many bodies, but one body.” 

 

           -Chrysostom  

          Early Church Father 

          in late 4th Century  

   

  

• Hebrews reminds us that Jesus is able to help us overcome temptation and James that God uses times of testing 

to makes us spiritually mature. 

10:14-22  IDOL FEASTS AND THE LORD’S SUPPER 

19. In light of the history lesson Paul has just given the Corinthian congregation, what was the only sensible thing 

for them to do? 

• “Flee from Idolatry.”   Anyone sober minded person would conclude that idolatry is extremely dangerous and 

should be avoided at all costs.  They were to run away from it like they were running for their very lives. 

• Many of the Corinthians, however, were doing just the opposite.  They 

were flaunting the freedom they had in Christ and getting dangerously 

close to practices that were tied to idol worship. 

• Even God’s privileged Old Testament people were ensnared by idolatry 

because they didn’t see it as the danger that it was and thus didn’t run 

away from it.  

 

20. In warning against involvement in idol worship, Paul draws parallels 

between participating in idol worship and participating in the Lord’s 

Supper.  What do we learn about our participation in the Lord’s Supper 

from these verses? (See also Matthew 26:26-28) 

• Our eating and drinking of the bread and wine in Holy Communion is 

participation, that is a “sharing in, communion with” the body and 

blood of Christ. 

• In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ for 

the forgiveness of our sins and we are thus entering into the most 

intimate fellowship with Christ. 

• We also learn that we are entering into an intimate fellowship with our 

fellow believers, with whom we are united as one spiritual body through 

this eating and drinking and receiving of forgiveness. 

 

21. With whom were the Corinthians sharing this same type of intimate 

communion if they participated in idol worship?  What warning does 

Paul give in this regard? 

• Ultimately they were sharing in an intimate communion with Satan and his demons, who were behind this 

idolatrous worship and the practices connected with it. 

• These two communions were simply not compatible with each other.   The Corinthians could not have it both 

ways.  They couldn’t claim to be Christians and worship Christ and at the same time try to keep their 

connections to pagan worship and dabble in the idol feasts associated with such worship. 

• In doing so they were tempting the Lord who makes it clear that he will not give the honor and glory to him to 

an idol or anything else. 

22. Christians living in 21st century America are no longer confronted with the exact same situation that Paul was 

originally addressing in these verses.  We are not tempted to participate in idol feasts at pagan temples.  How 

can we apply Paul’s instructions here to our own lives?  (Some additional passages to consider: 1 Corinthians 

15:1,2; Romans 16:17-19; Matthew 6:24; Ephesians 5:5) 

• There is a warning here for us not to toy with false religions and ideologies or to tolerate false teaching or 

teachers.  We can’t have one foot in the ways of the world and the other foot in God’s temple. 

• It’s not only a statue of gold or wood that can become an idol but anything that takes prominence in our hearts 

over God, such as money, sexual immorality, etc… 
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10:23-11:1  THE BELIEVER’S FREEDOM 

23. Vs. 23, 24 – When deciding whether or not to participate in a certain activity, what questions ought a Christian 

consider other than, “Do I have the right to do it?” 

• Is it beneficial?  Is it constructive?  Does it serve the good of others? 

• Remember what Paul said in 8:1, “Love builds up.”  As Christians, we are not to be self-centered and think only of 

ourselves.  Living “by the spirit” means living a life of love for God and neighbor, not chasing after whatever 

wants or desires pops into our head. 

 

 

 

 

24. Vs. 25, 26 – What reason does Paul give for why it is okay for the Corinthians 

to buy and eat meat sold in the marketplace without raising questions of 

conscience?  How might we apply this same principle in a broader way as we 

live our Christian lives and seek to do God’s will? 

• He quotes Psalm 24:1 (dinner prayer) to remind us that God had given us 

things like meat for our enjoyment, to sustain us.  Thus they are good things, blessings from his hand, and they 

shouldn’t be regarded otherwise. 

• God isn’t trying to deprive us of good things.  He eagerly desires to pour out his blessings on us.  We don’t earn 

any points with him by depriving ourselves of good things like monks or nuns.   

• We certainly want to pay close attention to God’s laws, but God wants us to enjoy life and the blessings he gives 

us.  We shouldn’t over-analyze every little thing and be fussy about details that aren’t all that important.   

• Such an attitude smacks of legalism, where we think that being a Christian is about having a detailed set of 

rules to govern every aspect of our lives (Note: This is different from OT Israel). 

• By contrast, Jesus tells us that if we love God and neighbor we have fulfilled the law.  We are free. 

25. Vs. 27-30 – Explain the two scenarios described in these verses and explain why a person would go ahead 

and eat in one situation and refrain from eating in another. 

• If a Christian went to a meal at the house of an unbelieving friend, he didn’t have to investigate where the meat 

came from before he ate it.  If his conscience didn’t bother him, he should go ahead and eat. 

• But if it was pointed out to him (likely by someone whose conscience was bothering him) that this meat was 

involved in idol worship or was dedicated to an idol, as was often the case at a family gathering in a pagan 

household, then the person should refrain from eating  for the sake of the weak brother or sisters’ conscience. 

• You do not want to find yourself in a position where someone is condemning food that you have received with 

thankfulness from the Lord. 

• There are times we must waive our rights rather than having our legitimate actions condemned by a weak 

Christian.  

26. In verse 33 Paul writes, “I try to please everyone in every way,” but ultimately his goal was something greater 

than just pleasing people.  What was that goal? 

• Vs. 33, “So that they may be saved.” 

• Paul wasn’t just looking to be a people pleaser and the most popular guy around.  He was humbly serving others 

in love so that he might share Christ with them and save their souls.   

• In the end Paul wanted everything he did to be done to the glory of God. 

 

 

Love builds up. 
                -1 Corinthians 8:1 
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27. These verses give us a good summary of what Christian freedom is all about.  Review the various points Paul 

makes in the space below: 

 Christian freedom is freedom to… 

 Vs. 24 – live for the good of others.  

 Vs. 26 – enjoy all God’s gifts. 

 Vs. 31 – do everything for the glory of God. 

 vs. 33 – bring others to salvation. 

 vs. 1 – follow Jesus’ example. 
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Lesson Six: Instruction on Public Worship 

Introduction: Paul’s brief words of praise to begin this chapter remind us that although he has had to correct the 

young Corinthian congregation on a number of issues, he is still dealing with a group of Christians.  Paul is thankful 

that the Corinthians have continued to keep his words and example constantly before their minds.  As Paul noted in 

chapter one, the Corinthian congregation had been blessed by the Lord in many ways.  However, while Paul is 

generally grateful for their adherence to his teachings, he must still call them to account for the various ways they 

were going astray.  These issues will continue to demand the Apostle’s attention for the remainder of the letter.   

11:2 – 16  ON COVERING THE HEAD IN WORSHIP 

1. What role has God established for man?  When did he establish it?  How does when God established this role 

influence the way we view Paul’s instructions here in these verses? 

• God established the role of headship for man already at creation.  Males have the responsibility to take on a 

leadership role both in the church and in their families. 

• The fact that God established this role at creation before the fall into sin tells us that the general principle of 

male headship is one that applies to all people for all time.  It is not some quaint relic of an age gone by that we 

are free to dismiss in our more modern and progressive culture. 

• The roles God has established for men and woman remain even if the practice of wearing head coverings has 

faded away. 

 

In what manner is a man to carry out his leadership role 

in his family and in the church?  How does he abuse the 

role that God has given to him?  (See Ephesians 5:22-29; 

Luke 22:24-26)  

• The Lord does not give a man the authority to harshly subjugate a 

woman to his will and to wield despotic power, but rather to the 

responsibility for loving, self-sacrificing service.  

• Jesus powerfully demonstrated the proper attitude when he washed 

his disciples’ feet in the upper room on Maundy Thursday and 

instructed his disciples to do the same for each other.   

• Of course there is no greater example for us to follow than Jesus’ sacrificing himself for a world full of sinners.   

 

2. Vs. 7 – Why was a man to leave his head uncovered during worship?  What was the significance of this practice?  

(See also Genesis 1:26-28) 

• God created man in his own image and gave him the responsibility of ruling over creation.  In doing so he is 

representing God and reflecting his glory. 

• By worshiping with his head uncovered a man was demonstrating that he understood and accepted the 

headship role that the Lord had given to him and giving him glory. 

• Failing to remove his head covering in God’s presence when worshiping would be see as rude or disrespectful. 

• Perhaps this is not all that different from the more recent custom of a man removing his hat in church, when he 

met a woman, when he was speaking with someone of importance, saying the pledge or singing the national 

anthem, etc… To remove your cap is a sign of respect.  To leave it on is considered rude and bad manners. 
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“…because of the angels” 
 

Paul does not explain this for his 

readers, but several interpretations 

suggest themselves: Angels veil 

themselves before God (Isaiah 6:2) 

and thus are an example for women; 

angels who observe Christians at 

worship are offended by women who 

violate proper decorum in worship. 

 (Peoples’, p. 103) 

  

3. Vs. 9 – What role did God establish for woman at creation?  (See also Genesis 2:18,21-23; Ephesians 5:22-24) 

• God gave woman the role of helper.  As her husband leads she is to be helpful, submissive, supportive, and 

complementary. 

• In her role she is to bring glory to her husband, her God-given head, just as her husband is to bring glory to 

Christ. 

 

 

4. In vs. 3 Paul lists three parallel relationships.  How does this parallelism help a woman to understand her role as 

helper?  (See also Galatians 3:28) 

• Paul puts these three relationships together here for a reason.  We are to consider them as a whole. 

• It is no more demeaning for a woman to be subject to a man than is for a man 

to be subject to Christ or for Christ to subject to God the Father. 

• Just as Christ’s submission to his heavenly Father does not imply inferiority so 

too a woman’s submission to a man does not imply inferiority.  Rather, she 

simply has a different role.   

• The fact that God has given man and woman different roles does not mean 

that he values one over the other.  We are one in Christ, who laid down his life 

for all people, whether male or female, slave or free, Greek or Jew.   

How does vs. 11 add to this thought? 

• Again, Paul is making clear that having different roles doesn’t mean 

that one is more important than the other.  Just as woman would not 

exist without man, man would not exist without woman.  They 

complement and complete each other.   

• God has designed it this way to safeguard the dignity of both. 

 

5. What was the significance of a woman wearing a head covering during worship in the 1st Century Greek and 

Roman culture in which Paul lived?  What message would a woman be sending if she decided to worship with 

her head uncovered? 

• When a woman wore a head covering during worship (or anytime really) it was a sign that she recognized and accepted the 

headship role that God had given to her husband or to the other male members of the congregation. 

• A head covering was also a way of demonstrating modesty as well as a mark of womanhood.  It was also a way of giving glory 

to her husband as her God-given head just as man gives glory to Christ his head by remaining uncovered. 

• Only loose women walked around in public with their heads uncovered.  Adulteresses were forced to shave their heads as a 

penalty for their sin.  Wearing a head covering demonstrated that you were a respectable and dignified woman. 

• A woman who went about with her head uncovered, particularly in church, was being immodest, dishonoring her husband 

as her God-given head, and generally trying to blur the distinction between the sexes. 

• Paul may also have wanted to avoid any connection to the cult of Dionysus, whose female worshipers participated in rites 

with long, loose, uncovered hair. 

6. Although the practice of women covering their heads in public is no longer prevalent in our modern-day 

culture, how can we apply the eternal principles that Paul lays out for us here to our lives and to the way we 

worship? 

• God still wants men to take a leadership role in their homes and in the church and to do so with selfless service and self-

sacrificing love.   

• God still wants woman to help, support, and complement their husbands in their role as head. 

• Our worship should reflect this order of creation as well.  Woman ought not take on positions of authority over men (i.e. 

pastors, councilmen, etc..) 

• The way a woman dresses ought to reflect a modest, submissive attitude that gives glory to God and her husband (1 Peter 3). 
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11:17-34  CORRECTING AN ABUSE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

7. The agape meal, which became a popular practice in the early Christian church, was a simple meal of brotherly love that 

preceded the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  This meal was not instituted by divine command, but was a voluntary 

expression of Christian love and unity.  

 

The People’s Bible gives the following description:  

“Before the early Christians celebrated the Lord’s Supper, they ate a 

common meal, the so called agape, a simple meal of brotherly love.  The 

food was prepared either at the home or at the place of meeting, according 

to the circumstances.  ‘Before eating, the guests washed their hands, prayer 

was offered, and the Scriptures were read.  After the meal a collection was 

taken for the widows and orphans, the kiss of charity was given, and 

communications from other congregations were read and answered.’” 

 

Unfortunately, abuses soon started to creep into the celebration of this meal.  

What were they?  How did these abuses demonstrate that some of the 

members of the congregation had completely lost sight of one of the primary purposes for celebrating the Lord’s Supper?   

• Once again the problem with factions was rearing its ugly head in the Corinthian congregation.  The wealthier members of 

the congregation, who hosted the meal, weren’t waiting for the day laborers and slaves, who would arrive later in the 

evening after finishing their work for the day. 

• Instead the wealthy went ahead and ate without the rest of the congregation to the point that there was nothing left when 

the poorer among them arrived.  It even got to the point where they were overindulging to the point of drunkenness. 

• It also seems likely that the rich were eating together in the main dining room, while the poor were told to go sit out in the 

courtyard and perhaps even given inferior food.  This was the common secular practice Roman Corinth and seems to have 

been carried over into the practice of the church. 

• One of the primary purposes of the Lord’s Supper is to express the unity of faith shared by the participants and to build up 

one another in love.   

• Clearly this wasn’t happening as the rich were “humiliating” the poor (vs. 22). 

8. Vs. 23-26 – If the Corinthians were going to celebrate the Lord’s Supper in a proper manner, they needed to understand 

what the Lord’s Supper is.  Paul reminds them of what the Supper is all about in verses 23-26.  Summarize what Paul writes 

here in your own words and give a simple definition of what the Lord’s Supper is. 

• In the Lord’s Supper we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. 

• At the same time, we are remembering and proclaiming his redeeming work, in which he sacrificed himself on the cross and 

shed his blood to buy back mankind from the curse of sin, death, and hell. 

• Note that God saw to it that these words were recorded four separate times in Scripture in the synoptic gospels and here.  

Significance? 

 

 

9. Vs. 25 – What did Jesus mean when he said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood”?  What is this new covenant?  What 

was the old covenant? (See Jeremiah 31:33,34) 

• The new covenant that Jesus is talking about is the promise of full and free forgiveness for our sins through faith in his blood 

shed for us on the cross, the same blood which we receive together with the wine in the Lord’s Supper.  

• The old covenant was the covenant God made with his Old Testament people at Sinai, which looked ahead to the redeeming 

work of the promised Messiah.  The blood sacrificed on the altars of Israel foreshadowing the blood of Christ, which would 

be shed on the cross as he sacrificed himself for the sins of the world. 
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10. Vs. 26 – What are we proclaiming each time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper?  Contrast this proclamation with the message 

the Corinthians were sending by their abuse of the Sacrament.   

• Every time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper we are proclaiming that Jesus gave his body and blood to redeem mankind.   

• We are pointing to Jesus’ death on the cross as the pivotal event in human history to be remembered and proclaimed until 

he returns. 

• The Corinthians by contrast seemed to be proclaiming nothing but their love for worldly pleasures, their selfishness, 

arrogance, and pride.  “Look at what a bunch of selfish, inconsiderate, loveless people we are!” 

• Contrast also the solemnity and poignancy of the first Lord’s Supper with the irreverent, raucous celebrations of the 

Corinthians. 

• C.F.W. Walther, “the pulpit of the laity” ; The Eucharist is an acted sermon, an acted proclamation of the death which it 

commemorates.  

11.  Vs. 27 – What is the significance of Paul pointing out to the Corinthians that by their selfish and irreverent behavior they 

were sinning, “against the body and blood of the Lord”?   

• It is simply another indication that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in the Sacrament.   

• Note that verse 27 begins with “Therefore,” linking this verse to what precedes.  I.e. “Since what I just wrote in vs. 23-26 is 

true and Christ is really giving you his body and blood in this sacrament, you are therefore sinning against this body and 

blood by partaking in an unworthy manner.” 

 

 

 

12. What constitutes receiving the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner? Be sure to consider both Jesus’ institution of the 

Lord’s Supper and the context of these verses from 1 Corinthians 11.   

• Vs. 29 makes very clear that you must recognize that Christ’s body blood are truly present in the Lord’s Supper.  The 

Corinthians’ irreverent behavior was clearly not demonstrating that they understood this. 

• The Lord’s Supper is a “remembrance” and “proclamation” of Christ’s redeeming work.  Faith in Jesus as your Savior is 

required to partake in a worthy manner.  You must believe that Jesus has won your forgiveness and that he gives it to you in 

this Sacrament which is the, “new covenant in his blood.”  This also assumes that this is the reason you are coming to the 

Lord ’s Table. 

• There is also a horizontal consideration.  The big issue Paul is addressing in these verses is the divisions among the 

Corinthians congregation, particularly the shameful behavior of the wealthier members.  They were destroying the 

fellowship that was supposed to exist between the members of Christ’s body by their lovelessness.  

• Many of the Corinthians were sinning against faith and love.   

13. Vs. 29 – Paul warns the Corinthians that those who eat and drink in the Lord’s Supper without recognizing the body and 

blood of the Lord are sinning.  What implications does this have for our Communion practice on Sunday mornings?   

• Paul’s warning calls for caution on our part.  Clearly we don’t want to have a careless open communion practice in which we 

simply invite anyone who walks in the doors to commune with us.  We don’t want to put them in a position where they 

would be sinning against the body and blood of Christ and receiving the Sacrament to their detriment rather than blessing. 

• We note that Jesus delivered his sermons to the multitudes, but he celebrated the Sacrament only with his closest disciples, 

whom he had been instructing for three years. 

 

 

14. What was God’s purpose in allowing a number of the members in the Corinthian congregation to become sick, weak, or 

even to die?  (See especially vs. 32) 

• This was God’s “discipline.”  God was allowing these things to happen to impress upon the Corinthians the seriousness of 

these abuses against the Lord’s Supper and their fellow Christians.   

• God didn’t not want them to continue in their impenitence to the point that they fell away from faith and were thus 

condemned along with the rest of the sinful, unbelieving world. 

 

Note: Considering the problems Paul wrestles with here, it’s not surprising that the practice of holding an agape feast before the 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper was discontinued by the early 2nd century.   
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I believe that I cannot by my 

own reason or strength believe 

in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to Him; but the Holy 

Spirit has called my by the 

Gospel, enlightened me with his 

gifts, sanctified and kept me in 

the one true faith. 

    -Luther’s Explanation  

      of the 3rd Article 

12:1-11  CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

15. Considering what you already know about the members of the Corinthian 

congregation, what kind of problems do you think they were having when it 

came to the proper understanding and use of spiritual gifts? 

• Again and again we have seen a spirit of pride and factionalism rear its ugly head 

in the Corinthian church and that is once again the case here. 

• As Paul noted in chapter one, the Corinthian congregation lacked no spiritual 

gift.  However, the members were taking pride in one gift over and against 

another, perhaps with a focus on the more spectacular gifts like speaking in 

tongues. 

 

How does Paul combat these sinful attitudes in verses 1-6? 

• First, he reminds the Corinthians that the first and greatest gift of the Spirit is the 

gift of faith.  “No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”  

• Just because a person didn’t have a particular gift, didn’t mean that he didn’t have 

the Spirit.  The Spirit had given each of them the gift of faith and it was this faith 

that unified them, that bound them together as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Every gift and ability comes from the Lord.  Thus the Corinthians should not be 

boasting about their abilities and taking pride in one gift over and against 

another (Note: “gifts”  “of grace”  “given”  “by Spirit” i.e., not your doing 

• 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit (SPIRIT). 5 There are different 

kinds of service, but the same Lord (SON). 6 There are different kinds of working, 

but the same God works all of them in all men (FATHER). 

16. Vs. 7 – For what purpose does the Holy Spirit bless the members of his church 

with spiritual gifts?  

• “for the common good”  - We are to use the gifts that God has given us for the 

good of our fellow Christians; the greatest good being to build each other up in 

faith through the gospel.  

• This was something that the cliquish, proud Corinthian congregation needed to remember.  8:1, “Love builds up.”  

 

 

17. Explain each of the spiritual gifts Paul lists here: 

 

“message of wisdom” (precise nature not necessarily 

know) 

The ability to apply God’s Word to a particular 

situation; recall the extended discussion about worldly 

vs. spiritual wisdom in the first few chapters 

 

“message of knowledge”  

The ability to know and teach basics of God’s Word 

 

 

 

 

“faith”  Not simply saving faith, which they all had, but 

a special ability to trust in the Lord even in the face of 

life’s trials and hardships and perhaps the ability to 

encourage others as a result. 

-A faith that produces miracles like Daniel in the lions’ 

den or the people Jesus healed 

-“A faith which produces not only miracles, but 

martyrs”  

“gifts of healing” 

the ability to miraculously heal people of sickness and 

disease 

 

 

 



34 | P a g e  
 

“miraculous powers” 

self-explanatory; perhaps some overlap with gifts of 

healing 

 

 

“prophecy” 

Broad = the ability to preach and proclaim the Word of 

God 

 narrow = to relay a direct revelation from the Holy 

Spirit, including the foretelling future events 

 

 

“distinguishing between spirits” 

the ability to distinguish between false teachers and 

legitimate prophets; especially important before the 

NT was written 

 

“speaking/interpreting tongues” 

perhaps the same ability given at Pentecost to speak in 

a language unknown to you 

more likely ecstatic utterances that were unintelligible 

without someone interpreting 

maybe a mix of both

18. Does God still give spiritual gifts to his church today?  Why might the kind of spiritual gifts listed here in these verses have 

been more important during the time of the Apostles?   

• God definitely still gives spiritual gifts to his believers.  We all have talents and abilities with which to serve the Lord and 

others.  A spiritual gift may just be a God-given talent enhanced by the Spirit to foster Christian service. 

• However, the gifts that God gives today do seem to be of a different nature as those given in the first century.   

• Spectacular and miraculous gifts have been replaced by the written Word of God.  They no longer seem to be needed in the 

same way as they once did.   

• We should not, however, automatically discard the thought that God can’t give such gifts today.   

 

How can we distinguish between legitimate gifts of the Spirit and fraudulent ones? 

• The Spirit gives gifts to be used for the common good to build people up and draw them closer to Christ.  That is the Holy 

Spirit’s job. 

• “Miracle healings” and other so-called miracles that draw attention away from Christ and his gospel are not legitimate.  They 

are either a fraud of a work of the devil. 

 

 

 

12:12-31  UNITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE BODY 

19. In verses 12,13 Paul points to Baptism as the most basic foundation for the church’s unity.  How does baptism create such 

unity?  What does baptism clearly have the power to do? (See also Matthew 28:19; Galatians 3:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; John 

7:37-39) 

• Scripture makes it quite clear that Baptism carries with it the power of the Holy Spirit to created faith, i.e.  “make disciples.” 

• Thus baptism also grants forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

• It was this common faith in Christ and the forgiveness and salvation that he had won for each one of them that unified the 

believers in Corinth as members of the Body of Christ no matter what race or gender they were or what particular spiritual 

gift they had. 

 

 

 

 

 

We were all 

baptized 

by one Spirit. 
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20. Summarize Paul’s point in verses 14-20.  To which group of 

people within the congregation does Paul seem to be 

directing these verses?   

• Every part of the body, no matter how insignificant it may 

seem, has a vital role to play in the healthy functioning of 

the whole body. 

• He seems to be directing these verses to those who felt they 

had inferior gifts, the “feet” of the congregation whose gifts 

were more utilitarian and less spectacular in nature. 

• These ‘inferior” members were feeling depressed and perhaps 

jealous and were being tempted to give up faithful service to 

the body of Christ. 

 

How would you use these verses to encourage someone who feels as if they have nothing to offer the body of 

Christ?   

• As stated above, we all have a role to play in the healthy functioning of the body.  

• Also, vs. 18 makes clear that God has put you exactly where he wants you to be and has given you the gifts he wants you to 

have. 

• To be discontent and jealous of others is rebellion against the will of God.  You’re saying, “God, I don’t like where you’ve put 

me.”  That’s a sin.  Such a person needs to repent, receive the Lord’s forgiveness, and ask for his strength to be content with 

where they are in life and to use the gifts they do have to God’s glory. 

 

21. Paul continues his analogy of the body in vs. 21-26.  To which group of people within the congregation does Paul seem to be 

directing these verses?  What point does he make? (For an additional thought see also 2 Corinthians 12:9,10) 

• These verses seem to be directed at those in the congregation who felt they had superior gifts and looked down on those 

whose gifts were less spectacular. 

• Again he makes the point that all the parts of the body are essential to the smooth functioning of the body (vs. 26). 

• Also, Paul implies that the more spectacular gifts, like speaking in tongues, might not be the most important or valuable 

ones.  

• In Corinth everyone wanted to speak in tongues because this gift got all the attention and glory, but perhaps the person 

working behind the scenes to quietly encourage a struggling brother or sister in the faith was offering more valuable service 

to the Lord. 

• Weakness can be a blessing because it forces you to rely on the strength and power of Christ rather than on yourself. 

22. For discussion: What do you feel is a bigger problem in the church when it comes to the proper use of spiritual gifts: sinful 

pride or false humility? 

• Sinful pride has been less of a problem so far in my personal experience. 

• More often it seems that we have people who don’t recognize or properly value the gifts that God has given them.  We quite 

often squander those gifts rather than cultivate them.   

• We are either lazy and don’t want to put the work in to serve God and others or too timid to put ourselves out there. 

• Meanwhile, we are jealous and covet the gifts of others.   

 

Take a moment to jot down the gifts, talents, and abilities with which the Lord has blessed you and how you 

might use them to serve God and others: 
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23. As we consider Paul’s analogy of the body here is these verses, what encouragement do we receive concerning our 

relationships with our fellow Christians?  Look especially at vs. 25, 26. 

• We ought to show genuine love and concern for our fellow Christians, helping them in whatever ways we can in their time 

of need and rejoicing with them when times are good.   

• We are all a part of the body of Christ, bound together by our Savior’s love for us.  Doesn’t such an incredible unity call for 

more than just exchanging pleasantries after church on Sunday?  Should our relationships with our fellow congregation 

members end once we walk out the church doors on Sunday morning?   

• When we take an active interest in the lives and general welfare of our fellow Christians, it is beneficial for the entire church.  

Likewise, it harms the church when we are caught up in our own little worlds and are indifferent to the needs of others. 

 

24.  In verses 27-30 we can distinguish four classes of spiritual gifts.  What are they?  What does the order in which Paul ranks 

these gifts tell you about the relative importance of each? 

• Most important are those gifts which proclaim the Word of God: apostles, prophets, and teachers.  Sharing the life saving 

truth of the gospel is the one thing truly needful.   

• Second in importance are those gifts which help and heal those who are sick and in need; always a great and constant need 

in the church no matter what generation. 

• Third: those with gifts of administration.  These gifts are also used in service to others, but perhaps deal less directly with 

extremely pressing needs. 

• Finally, the gift of speaking in tongues in once again downplayed a bit, likely because the Corinthians congregation was 

having so many problems with it. 

 

25. In vs. 31 Paul very simply sums up his point.  What are the “greater gifts” that he encourages the Corinthians to eagerly 

desire? 

• Paul is once again reminding the proud and cliquish Corinthians to build one another up in love, not to tear each other 

down with sinful pride and foolish boasting.   

• He urges them to pray for, cultivate, and eagerly desire gifts that build up others and downplays those that bring personal 

glory.  

• Paul is setting up the chapter on Christian love that will follow. 
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13:1-13  LOVE IS INDISPENSIBLE 

“The most excellent way…”   
 

“The harmonious functioning of the body, the vital oil which keeps every ligament 

working smoothly, is supplied by Christian love.  Without Christian love, even the 

most extraordinary spiritual gift is worthless…Thus Paul’s great discourse on love 

forms the heart of his discussion of the gifts of grace…Viewed even more broadly, it 

could be said that chapter 13 crystallizes and encapsulates one of Paul’s chief 

concerns from the outset.  All of the congregation’s problems are symptomatic of a 

lack of love…The structure of 1 Corinthians 13 has been nicely summarized: ‘vv.1-3 

urge the absolute necessity of love; vv. 4-6 describe the character of love; and vv. 8-13 

illustrate the permanence of love.’” (Concordia Commentary: 1 Corinthians, Gregory 

Lockwood) 

 

26. Vs. 1-3 – Is Paul just being poetic in these verses or does he really mean that all 

these amazing gifts are “nothing” without love?  What point is Paul trying to get 

across?  (See Psalm 51:16,17; 1 Corinthians 14:12) 

• God isn’t interested in empty outward actions.  He wants our hearts.  He wants 

the way we use our gifts and abilities to flow from and demonstrate our love for 

him. 

• Such love only comes from a repentant heart that is grateful for the Lord’s 

forgiveness.  

• Without love our gifts will not be used in a way that builds up the church, but 

rather for our own self-glorification.  As Paul said, the Spirit gives these gifts to 

each for the common good. 

 

27. The Greek word used for love in these verses is the well known “agape.”  How would you define agape love?  Take into 

consideration the characteristics Paul lists here in these verses as well as the following passages: John 3:16; John 13:1-5; 

Romans 5:8; Luke 23:34a; 1 John 4:10 

• Love that loves the unlovable; devotes itself entirely to the welfare of another; rises above feelings and emotions; looks to 

serve others; sacrificial; exemplified in Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does this kind of love come from?  Where does it not come from?  (See Galatians 5:22-26) 

• Such love is a fruit of the Spirit, working in our hearts through the gospel. 

• We can’t just did down deep and say, “Okay, I’m going to demonstrate agape love today.”   

• As we look at this list we recognize that at one time or another we have failed to demonstrate every single one of the godly 

qualities Paul mentions. 

• Thus we must turn to our Savior Jesus for forgiveness and find the strength in his love (revealed to us in the gospel) to 

follow his example. 
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28. Scan the list of love’s characteristics in verses 4-7.  What stands out?  Is anything missing?  Other observations? 

• Love is primarily an action word, not an emotion.  It shows itself in taking action to help and serve others (Note: In the 

Greek these descriptions are verbs not adjective, which brings out this point even more).   

• There is no gooey, emotional description of love given here.  The heart racing excitement you feel on a first date is not the 

essence of love.  A view of love that as primarily emotional tends to be more self-centered rather than self-sacrificing.  I.e.  

“How does he or she make me feel?  Is he or she fulfilling my needs?”  Rather than, “How can I serve this person?”   

• Paul presents these characteristics in the everyday circumstances of life, rather than heroic, fairytale-like scenarios.  I.e. He 

doesn’t say, “Love crosses the ocean, scales the mountain, and slays the dragon to rescue the damsel in distress.” 

 

 

 

29. Explain Paul’s point in vs. 8-12: 

• A time would come when all these spiritual gifts that the Corinthian congregation valued so highly would become obsolete.  

In eternity tongues and prophecy and growing in knowledge will no longer be needed (In fact, many of the gifts Paul 

mentions here faded away shortly after the time of the Apostles).  Thus the Corinthians should not value them as highly as 

the eternal principle of love.     

• Certain ways of thinking, speaking, and acting are appropriate for a little child, but are not appropriate for someone who has 

grown to maturity (E.g.  It’s okay if Bryn get’s sauce all over her face when she eats spaghetti, but you would look at me kind 

of funny if I did).  In the same way, these spiritual gifts have their place in the Christian life here on earth, but will not carry 

over into eternity.   

• Again, the main point of comparison is love’s permanence; it will last forever. 

 

30. Why do you think that out of “faith, hope, and love”, Paul points to love as the greatest?   

• We don’t know for sure exactly what Paul means here.  Some have suggested that we will no longer need faith and hope in 

heaven, because we will see with our own eyes what we now only grasp by faith and we will possess that which we hoped for 

throughout our earthly lives.  Thus, perfect love between God and his people is all that will remain.   

• However, Toppe in the People’s Bible suggest that we will still have faith in heaven; we will still trust in the God who has 

saved up.  And that we will still have hope in the sense that there will always be more joys for us to discover and experience.  

We will never grow tired or bored of live in heaven, but will always be looking forward to the next incredible wonder that 

God has prepared for us. 

• Still others have suggested that love is the greatest because it is the essence of who God is.  According to 1 John 4:16, “God is 

love.” 

• Perhaps we shouldn’t think so hard and simply remember that Paul is trying to encourage the Corinthians to use the 

numerous gifts and abilities, which the Lord had given them, to build up one another.  For this to happen, the most 

important quality for them to demonstrate would be love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14:1-40  INTELLIGIBILITY & GOOD ORDER IN WORSHIP 
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31. The focus throughout this chapter is on two particular spiritual gifts: tongues and prophecy.  Let’s define what we mean by 

each. 

Tongues: On Pentecost Sunday this gift was the ability to speak and be understood in a language the speaker had not 

previously learned.  Thus people from every corner of the earth heard the Word preached in their “own tongue.”  Some 

believe that this is how the gift manifested itself in Corinth as well and problems arose when they had no one to translate. 

There also seems to be an indication here that this gift at times took the form of an ecstatic utterance that was unintelligible 

unless interpreted by someone with the gift of interpretation.   

13-19 - Seems to be an indication that the Holy Spirit stirred the emotions in some way, that a person had feelings of 

gratitude, awe, joy, but no clear thoughts to communicate to others (more like prayer or a song of praise than teaching tool) 

Prophecy: In a narrow sense the proclamation of a message received directly from God like Old Testament prophets such as 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, et. All. 

In a broad sense simply the proclamation of a message revealed in the Scriptures like a pastor, teacher, or any Christian 

would do. 

This chapter would seem to indicate that both kinds of prophecy were taking place in Corinth. 

 

 

32. Paul uses several different analogies here in these verses, but what is his main 

point of emphasis throughout?  What was the most important thing for the 

Corinthians to remember when it came to using the gifts of both tongues and 

prophecy? 

• Throughout the chapter Paul makes it clear that what was most important 

was that a person clearly communicate a message for the edification (used 7 

x), “the building up” or “strengthening” of the congregation. 

• Thus a clearly communicated prophetic message was preferable to a message 

spoken in a tongue that no one could understand and thus only edified on the speaker alone.  Paul, “I would rather speak five 

intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.” 

• If a person was going to speak in tongues in a service, it was imperative that someone interpret so that the rest of the 

congregation would benefit.  Otherwise the person should remain silent (Again the emphasis is on love).   

• Imagine if Gary Lupe came and preached to our Immanuel congregation only in Apache, what good would that do? 

• Again pride and vanity were causing problems among the congregation.  Speaking in tongues was more glamorous and 

spectacular and thus it was being over-valued by the members of the congregation. 

• This same thing can happen if a preacher is more concerned about how verbose and eloquent he can sound than he is about 

communicating God’s truth to the congregation.  Thus he his words go over their heads and he talks down to people. 

33. What does Paul have to say in verse 20 to those who demand some kind of charismatic experience before they are convinced 

of their status as a child of God?  In contrast, where do Christians properly look for such assurance? 

• “Grow up!”  They were thinking and acting like spiritual infants by demanding some kind of physical, emotional, or ecstatic 

experience.   

• A mature Christian’s finds confidence of his status as a child of God in his Word and Sacraments.  God’s Word says we are 

forgiven, children of God, and by the Spirit’s power working through that Word, we believe it. 

 

 

 

 

 

34. Vs. 20-25 – Contrast the effect that too much tongue-speaking without interpretation in a congregation would have on an 

unbeliever who walks into the church service versus the effect of a congregation focusing on prophecy and proclaiming the 

Word of God: 



40 | P a g e  
 

• Un-interpreted tongues would simply serve to harden an unbeliever in their unbelief.  It would convince them that 

Christians are out of their minds 

• A good prophetic Word however cuts to a person’s heart, convicts them of their sin, and leads them to repentance and faith 

through the gospel. 

 

 

 

35. What general guidelines for how we conduct our own worship services can we glean from these verses? 

• The focus of the service should be God’s Word and Sacraments, the means by which Christ strengthens and builds up his 

church. 

• Worship should be orderly.   

• Those who are listening should weigh carefully what is being said by those who are “prophesying.”   

• The service should not by about the preacher or anyone else, but about the message.   

• Though we certainly don’t want to make our services as stale and boring as possible, worship is not primarily about 

whipping up our emotions but rather being convicted with God’s law and comforted and strength by the gospel.   

 

 

36. What does Paul teaching here and elsewhere concerning a woman’s role in public worship?  (See also 1 Timothy 2:13,14)  

• Paul makes it quite clear that men are to take a leadership role in the congregation and that women are to learn in quietness 

and submission.   

 

 

  

How do we answer the objection that Paul is simply giving his own opinion here or that his instructions only 

apply to the 1st century church and not our modern-day worship services? 

• This principle has its origins in the order of creation at the beginning of time.  Thus is it stands for all time not just for one 

particular time or culture.   

• There is no indication here that the command is temporary.  Often Jesus would make it clear if it was (like after the 

Transfiguration). 

• Paul makes it clear that this is not his opinion but rather, “what I am writing to you is the Lord’s command.” 

• In vs. 36,37 Paul warns against being so arrogant that we think that we know better than everyone else, that we have 

received some special insight or knowledge that somehow the Christian church failed to grasp for the past 2000 years.   

• There is really no lack of clarity here.  Problems arise from a lack of respect for the Word of God and a sinful unwillingness  

to hold our emotions and reason captive to that Word.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Seven: Instruction on the Resurrection 
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“The Apostle’s satisfaction with 

his own labours ‘from a human 

point of view is as the joy of a 

child who gives his father a 

birthday present out of his father’s 

own money.’” 

-Concordia Commentary: 1Corthinthians, 

Gregory Lockwood 

“If there is any historical foundation for our Christian faith, it must include the fact that Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  If that is 

true, then all else we believe as Christians on the basis of Scripture is true, and all else we reject as Christians on the basis of 

Scripture is false.  The difference between truth and error, faith and unbelief, world and church, heaven and hell, hope and despair 

depends on this central event in history—Jesus Christ rose from the dead on Easter morning.” 

       -Carleton A. Toppe, The People’s Bible: 1 Corinthians 

15:1-11  THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

1. Paul begins by reminding the Corinthians of the gospel facts on which their faith was founded.  Identify them: 

• “Christ died for our sins…he was buried…he was raised on the third day…he appeared [to many witnesses]”  

 

 

 

What does it mean that all these things happened “according to the Scriptures”?  Give some examples: 

• These basics of the Messiah’s saving work were foretold and foreshadowed in the Old Testament. 

• Isaiah 53 immediately comes to mind.  Psalm 22 describes Jesus’ crucifixion in incredible detail.  Zechariah 12:10, “They will 

look on the one they have pierced,” 13:7, “Strike the shepherd.”  Psalm 16, “You will not let your holy one see decay.”  Jonah three 

days in the belly of the fish and Jesus three days in the grave, Matthew 12:39, 40. 

 

 

2. Why does Paul list so many people to whom Christ appeared after his resurrection?  Why is it significant that Jesus 

physically appeared to his disciples before he ascended into heaven? 

• The church’s faith in Christ’s resurrection rests on eyewitness testimony. 

• The resurrection is so essential to our faith that God supplied an abundance of eyewitnesses.  The resurrection of Christ is 

better attested to than any other historical event. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. To whom did Paul owe his faith, his apostleship, his faithful service, 

everything?  How can we emulate Paul’s attitude in our Christian lives? 

• Paul owed everything to the grace of God, and he always expressed extreme 

gratitude and humility that the Lord had taken a vicious persecutor   of the 

church and turned him into not only a believer, but even an apostle.  Paul 

even credits how incredibly hard he worked to the power of the grace of God 

working within him. 

• “Abnormally born” = Literally born prematurely, miscarried, or aborted.  Paul 

felt he didn’t have the full “gestation period” as the other apostles, who 

followed Jesus for the three years of his earthly ministry.  

• We too ought to live every moment of our lives with a profound gratitude for the staggering grace of God, gratitude that 

moves us to humbly serve God and each other.  

15:12-34  THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 
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4. Vs. 12-19 – It appears that there were some in the Corinthian congregation who were holding to a rather typical pagan Greek 

opinion by claiming that there is no resurrection of the dead.  What does Paul say would be the implications for his ministry 

and our faith if such a claim were true? 

• If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised from the dead, and everything Paul had preached to them was a 

useless lie, including his conversion and call to apostleship on the road to Damascus. 

• Our faith in Christ is useless.  Our sins are not forgiven.  Those who die trusting in Jesus as their Savior are lost forever.  And finally we, as 

Christians, have nothing to look forward to but a miserable life here on this earth and ought to be pitied more than all men.   

• In other words, without the resurrection of the dead, the entire Christian faith falls apart. 

• Commonly Greeks believed that upon death only a person’s soul was ferried across the River Sticks to a gloomy existence in the underworld.  

The philosophers at the Areopagus in Athens had mocked Paul for teaching that there is a bodily resurrection with the taunt, “What is this 

babbler trying to say?” (Acts 17)  Only the soul could escape this fleshly existence and ascend to the realm of the gods.   

• The Christians in Corinth were trying to have it both ways.  They realized that the resurrection was central to Christian teaching, but 

claimed it was a spiritual resurrection only, and that perhaps it has already taken place and there was nothing more to look forward to. 

5. In contrast to those teaching falsely in the C0rinthian congregation, Paul states confidently in vs. 20 that “Christ has indeed 

been raised from the dead.”  He then goes on to say that Christ is the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  What does 

he mean? 

• Christ’s resurrection from the dead is the first in a larger harvest of his believers who will be physically raised to life on the 

Last Day.   

• Just as the Israelites brought the firstfruits of the harvest to the Lord on the Sunday after the Passover as a pledge that the 

whole harvest belonged to God, so Christ’s resurrection is a pledge that all those who fall asleep in him will be physically 

raised up on the Last, a harvest belonging to the Lord. 

 

 

 

6. Agree or Disagree: We shouldn’t be sad at a Christian funeral; we should only 

rejoice.  It is a victory celebration. 

• We certainly do not mourn “as those who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).  

We are confident that the soul of our departed loved one is enjoying the bliss of 

heaven at our Savior’s side and that on the Last Day his/her body will be raised 

to join his/her soul for eternity.   

• At the same time, death, the final enemy to be destroyed and the last sign of 

sin’s dominion over this fallen world will not be completely swallowed up until 

that day comes. 

• God never intended the pain and heartache of being separated from our loved ones to be a part of his creation.  It is a result 

of the fall into sin.  We properly mourn in recognition that this final enemy has not yet been fully overcome.  When Christ 

returns, he will usher in an eternity with no more death, no more crying, no more pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away (See Revelation 19-21 which depicts the victory of Christ being complete when “death and Hades” are thrown 

into the lake of fire.  John then sees a new heavens and new earth). 

7. In vs. 24-28 we get some insight into the relationship between the threes persons of our triune God.  What is true of Jesus as 

both true man and true God?  (See also John 10:30, 14:28) 

• As true man Jesus can say that God the Father is greater than him.  The Father sent the Son to carry out his plan of salvation and the Son 

willingly subordinated himself to his Father’s will.  On the Last Day the Son will hand over the fruits of his victory to his heavenly Father. 

• At the same time, as true God, Jesus is one with the Father, equal in power and glory, and will reign with him forever and ever.  

• How both can be true at the same time will remain a mystery to us until we join him in heaven. 

• Athanasian Creed, “For each person—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is distinct, but the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, 

equal in glory and coeternal in majesty…within this Trinity none come before or after; none is greater or inferior, but all three persons are 

coequal and coeternal, so that in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God and one God worshiped as three 

persons…We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man.  He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of 

the Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, equal to the 

Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity.” 

 

8. Vs. 29 – This is one of the most obscure passages in the Bible.  Literally hundreds of interpretations have been offered.  Let’s 

start with what we do know: What do the Scriptures tell us about the power and blessings of baptism? (See Titus 3:3-7) 
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• Baptism is a means through which the Holy Spirit creates faith in our hearts, washes away our sins, and makes us God’s 

children and heirs of eternal life.   

• Baptism saves us because it connects us to the justifying work of Christ our Savior. 

 

 

 

What does the Bible have to say about vicarious baptism? 

• Nothing.  There is no mention of vicarious baptism in the Bible.   

• In fact there are no historical references to vicarious baptism outside the Scriptures either.  It seems to be a reference to a 

kind of baptism otherwise unknown to Christianity. 

• If vicarious baptism is in fact what Paul is talking about here, then he is referencing a heretical practice that was being 

observed among some of the Corinthians in order to make his point. 

 

 

Whether Paul is referencing a good practice or a heretical one, what point is he making?   

• Regardless of whether Paul is referencing a good practice or a heretical one, the practice would make no sense if there is no 

resurrection of the dead. 

• Paul is certainly not condoning a false practice here, but the very existence of such a practice, even if it is false, supports the 

reality of a resurrection of the dead. 

 

 

 

9. Vs. 30-32 – How does our faith in the resurrection of the dead give Christians a different perspective than most people on 

the “pains and pleasures” of life here on earth?  (See also Mark 8:34-38; Romans 8:18) 

• We are willing to endure suffering for the sake of Christ because we know that it is only temporary and that the glory of 

heaven at our Savior’s side awaits us.  Paul is obviously sets a good example for us to follow in this regard.  His life was filled 

with suffering for the sake and yet he always kept his eyes fixed on the prize of eternal life. 

• At the same time, we don’t get wrapped earthly pleasures.  They too are temporary and can distract us from what is truly 

important – our relationship with the Lord.  What good is it if we gain the whole world yet forfeit our souls? (Ben Franklin) 

• Apparently those among the Corinthians who were teaching that there is no resurrection of the dead were also living as if 

there is no resurrection from the dead, living for this life only. 

 

 

 

15:35-58  THE RESURRECTION BODY 

The original Greek of vs. 29 allows for several translations/interpretations:  

1) “over the dead” – I.e. over the graves of the dead as a testimony to the power of their baptisms and the eternal life they 

were enjoying; to strengthen the faith of the believers left behind in the reality of the bodily resurrection 

2) “on account of the dead” – Those left behind were influenced by the good example of the faithful departed and 

encouraged by the fact that they were now in heaven and thus desired baptism for themselves. 

3) “on behalf of the dead” – The baptism of a living person somehow benefits the person who has died; “vicarious” baptism. 
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10. As Paul begins his description of the resurrection body in vs. 35, why do you think that he addresses his readers so sharply 

with the words, “How foolish!”?   

• Remember the reaction to the bodily resurrection Paul encountered in Athens.  The Greeks were prone to mock such an 

idea and it seems that Paul is addressing some in the congregation in Corinth who were doing just that.   

• Paul calls the skeptics who were mocking the idea of a bodily resurrection no better than the “fool” who says in his heart, 

“there is no God.” 

• Paul is once again putting the arrogant in their place. 

 

 

11. What two main points is Paul making in vs. 37, 38 about our resurrected bodies as he compares them to a seed that is 

planted in the ground and grows up into a plant? 

• Paul is emphasizing continuity and transformation. 

• Although the plant that grows up from the ground comes from the seed that was planted, it bears no resemblance to the 

seed anymore. 

• We will have our same bodies after the resurrection, but they will be entirely transformed into something infinitely more 

glorious. 

 

 

12. How do vs. 35-41 help you to answer the concerns of those who may be worried that the Lord won’t be able to raise up a 

body that is badly decomposed or that has been cremated? (See also Psalm 135:6, Ephesians 3:20,21) 

• Surely the God who created Adam from the dust of the ground and the rest of creation with nothing but his almighty Word 

will be able to raise up our decomposed or cremated bodies and transform them into whatever glorious form he desires. 

• Look out at the vast and glorious array of earthly and heavenly bodies that 

God has created: plants, animals, fish, the sun, moon, and stars.  God has 

proven his ability to create glorious bodies.  He will certainly be able to find a 

suitable form for your resurrected body. 

 

13. What will our resurrected bodies be like according to vs. 42-44?  

• The body sown into the ground is perishable.  It is decaying and breaking down.  

Our resurrected bodies will be imperishable.  They will never break down and 

decay, but will live forever. 

• In death the body is stripped of all dignity, despite our best efforts to beautify it.  It 

is sown in dishonor.  But it will be raised up glorified and radiant.   

• Our resurrected bodies will no longer be subject to weakness or illness, but will be 

perfectly strong and healthy.   

• They will be spiritual.  Unlike our natural bodies, our resurrected bodies will be 

free from all the limitations and mortality that resulted from the fall into sin.  We 

will in essence have the same body, but nothing will remain that has any connection to this sinful world or our transitory lives in it. 

• Notice again that Paul is speaking rather pointedly to the objection of your typical Greek skeptic.  Our bodies are not just 

encumbrances to be sloughed off at death.  They have a glorious future in Christ. 

14. What else do we learn about our resurrected bodies in vs. 45-49?  (See also Philippians 3:20,21; Colossians 3:4) 

• Our resurrected bodies will be like Jesus’ glorious, resurrected body, and we will share in his glory forever. 

• Notice also the connections made here to creation and the fall.  In eternity God will restore his fallen creation to the 

perfection it once possessed before the fall into sin.  Everything that resulted from sin entering the world will be gone, 

and the final and most vicious enemy of all—death—will be destroyed forever. 
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HINTS OF GRACE:  

If you pay attention to the way that 

the Bible speaks, you’ll notice that 

little hints of God’s grace are 

sprinkled throughout the 

Scriptures, even when the word 

“grace” isn’t used.  Notice that Paul 

says here we will “inherit” the 

kingdom of God, indicating that 

heaven is not something we earn, 

but a gift freely given by the Lord.  

Though Paul doesn’t expand on this 

theme here in 1 Corinthians 15, it is 

one that can be found in various 

places throughout the Bible.  

15. Vs. 50-52 – So far we’ve been talking about the resurrected bodies of those who die before Christ’s return on Judgment Day.  

What will happen to the bodies of those who are still living when Judgment Day comes?   

• Along with the bodies of those who have been raised from the dead, the bodies of those still living will be changed in an 

instant from perishable, mortal bodies into imperishable, immortal bodies. 

 

 

 

Why is such a change necessary? 

• “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”  Our flesh and blood bodies after the fall into sin are not designed to 

live forever.  They are plagued by weakness, pain, and disease.  They wear out.  They decay.  We need bodies that can fully 

enjoy the glory of heaven for all eternity.  Thus God must change us. (Cf. again vs. 42-44) 

• Notice that here and throughout the Bible the Lord makes it clear that heaven is an existence unlike anything we have 

experienced here on earth.  “The old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 

 

 

 

 

16. Vs. 53-57 – How has Christ taken away death’s sting? 

• Death has lost its sting because Jesus has taken away our sins and thus the 

law’s power to condemn us.   

• Though we must still suffer the physical consequence of Adam’s fall into 

sin, death holds no terror for those who trust in Christ as their Savior.  It is 

only a transition to immortality.   

• On the last day death will we be swallowed up completely when even 

temporal death will be undone and our bodies will be raised up to join our 

souls in eternal glory.   

• Jesus has conquered sin and death through his perfect life, death, and 

resurrection.  Through faith Jesus’ victory is our own.  “Thanks be to God!” 

 

 

 

17. Vs. 58 – How ought Christ’s resurrection and his victory over sin and death 

affect the way that we live our lives as Christians?  What does Paul mean when he says, “Stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord.” 

• Because Jesus has been raised from the dead, we know that our sins are forgiven and that eternal life in heaven is ours.  We 

also know that everything else that Jesus has revealed to us in his Holy Scriptures is true as well. 

• Thus Paul encourages us to stand firm on the truth of the resurrection, which is the foundation of our faith, as well as on all 

the other truths of Holy Scripture.   

• In these last days, when so many are falling away and succumbing to the pressure from the sinful world to compromise the 

Word of God for the sake of popular opinion, we need Paul’s encouragement to stand firm every day. 

• The “work of the Lord” is the task of sharing the gospel with others.  It isn’t enough to simply have sound doctrine.  God 

wants us to share it as well 

 

Lesson Eight: Conclusion 
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Even though the conclusion to Paul’s letter to the Corinthians deals chiefly with matters of a local and personal nature, it also 

communicates the spirit of the gospel, the spirit of love and service to God and neighbor that Paul has been talking about 

throughout the first 15 chapters.  As we wrap up our study, we glean a few last examples of how the joy of the gospel and the 

forgiveness that Jesus has won for us all shows itself in the lives of his believers.  

16:1-4  THE COLLECTION FOR THE LORD’S PEOPLE 

1. In verses 1-4 Paul gives instructions concerning an offering that was being taken to give aid to the Christians in Jerusalem 

and Judea, who were suffering after a period of famine in Israel.  What principles concerning our own Christian stewardship 

can we learn from Paul’s instructions? (Perhaps note here as well the similarity of giving to Jerusalem and giving to a synod) 

• “On the first day of the week” – Our giving ought to be regular and our offering should come from the “firstfruits” of our 

income, not the leftovers. 

• “In keeping with your income” – Our giving ought to be proportionate to how the Lord has blessed us.  God does not ask 

us to give and give until we are in the poor house, but he also does not want us to be stingy. (Notice he doesn’t target 

the rich either, but ask everyone to join in.) 

• “Saving it up” – This is something that we plan for.  We shouldn’t be looking in our wallets or purses wondering what’s 

in there as the collection plate is being passed down the pew in front of us. 

• Paul also show some wisdom in having them put a delegation together to deliver the offering to Jerusalem rather than 

“sticking it in his pocket” and taking it himself.  Church leaders do not want to open themselves up to suspicion in the 

way they handle the offerings. 

• Note also that practicing good stewardship and helping out their brother and sisters in Jerusalem and Judea was one 

way that they could, “give themselves fully to the work of the Lord” as Paul exhorted at the end of chapter 15. 

16:5-24  PERSONAL REQUESTS & FINAL GREETINGS 

2. How do these verses give you a glimpse into Paul’s pastoral heart? 

• These verses help us see Paul as a real person who dealt with real people rather than an anonymous Bible writer.   

• It is clear that he loved the members of the Corinthian congregation and that he desired to spend more time with them. 

• He also cared for his fellow church workers like Timothy and Apollos and he understood the challenges they might face. 

• Most of all we see that all Paul’s plans are about he next opportunity the Lord with give him to tell people about Jesus.  It 

was always about the gospel for Paul.  He was always looking for open doors to go in and share the good news.  (He even 

sneaks a quick sermon into vs. 13-14 as pastors are prone to do.) 

• Finally, as he closes the letter with the words, “My love to all of you in Christ Jesus,” Paul is modeling what he has just 

preached throughout the letter, “Do everything in love.” (16:14) 

 

3. How do Paul’s closing remarks in vs. 22-24 reflect the content and focus of the rest of the letter? 

• With the words, “If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be cursed!” Paul is issuing one final warning from God’s law 

against the sinful attitudes and actions that were causing all the problems in Corinth.   

• Those who persisted in love for worldly wisdom and pleasure and glory rather than love for the Lord and his people would 

be cursed to the fires of hell.  By combining this thought with the phrase, “Come, Lord!” immediately following Paul fixing 

their attention on eternity and the eternal consequences of persisting in their sinful ways. 

• On the contrary, the phrase “Come, Lord!” was an encouragement for the Corinthians to wake up and up and keep watch as 

they joyfully lived their lives in light of Christ’s imminent coming. 

• Fittingly Paul closes with a reminder that everything the Corinthians had—their faith in Christ crucified, their spiritual gifts, 

their fellowship, their sure hope in the resurrection from the dead0—they had only by the grace of God.   It is Paul’s prayer 

that God’s grace would remain with them always. 

 

 

 


